"An inclusive community, celebrating God's unconditional love

through engaging worship and faithful service"

January 9, 2022
OEpi phany Sunday!
Rev. Howard Bell, Guest Pastor
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The Love of God Gathers Us

Gathering Music You are invited to greet those around you or sit quietly.
Ringing of the Bell
Prelude ! The Brightest and Best § American Folk Tune

Words of Welcome Rev. Howard Bell

***Prayer of Gathering

God who guides our journey, as Mary and Joseph opened their hearts
to the child in their arms and the magi opened their hearts to a
journey of unknown proportions, may we throw open the doors of

our hearts to welcome the joy and pain of life lived in the mysteries

of a faith. May our worship guide us, like the brightest star, closer

to God, ourselves, and one another. Amen.
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***Prayer of Longing

God of perfect light, lead us as we proceed through life. Forgive us

when, like Herod, selfish ambition makes us willing to hurt others.

Forgive us when, unlike the magi, we refuse to follow the light you

give us. Guiding God, bless us on the road we travel. Light - shedding
God, light up our minds with your truth. Beckoning God, help us to

bring gifts worthy of the Christ. Then we too shall be known by you

as wise ones. Shine in our lives through the light of your Christ, in

whose name we pray. Amen.

prayerful silence

***Sitting or standing H



***Assurance of Grace & Invitation to Pass the Peace
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you! All: And also with you!
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A Time with Young People

Pastor Howard invites children forward to the front row of pews

Blessing One Another

Seated, the congregation opens their arms to the children

Children : God be with you
All: And also with you

Children may follow leaders to Children's Activity or remain in worship

Scriptures Isaiah 60: 1 - 6; Matthew 2: 1 - 12 Cheri Schwartz
The Inclusive Bible

Isaiah

Arise, shine, for your light has come! The glory of God is rising upon you!

Though darkness still covers the earth and dense clouds enshroud the
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The nations will come to your light and the leaders to your bright dawn!
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yout your daughters and your sons journey from afar, escorted in safety;
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riches of the sea will flow to you,
and the wealth of the nations will come to you t

camel caravans will cover your roads, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah:
everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense and singing the
praise of God.



Matthew

| & 7t9Whih hé&ppéh&d)in Bethlehem of Judea, during the
reign of Herod t astrologers from the East arrived in Jerusalem and
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greatly disturbed, as did all of Jerusalem. Summoning all the chief
priests and religious scholars of the people, he asked them where the
Messiah was to be born.
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has written:

"And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the

leaders of Judah, since from you will come a ruler who is to shepherd
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Herod called the astrologers aside and found out from them the exact
8+1& 3' 8)& 78"6E£E7 "44&"6"2%&c S) &2 )&

)" +2( +27869%$8&% 8)&1i 'F3 "2% (&8 %&

I
child. When you have found him, report back to me t sothat| may go
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After their audience with the ruler, they set out. The star which they
had observed at its rising went ahead of them until it came to a
standstill over the place where the child lay.
They were overjoyed as seeing the star and, upon entering the house,
found the child with Mary, his mother. They prostrated themselves and
paid homage. The they opened their coffers and presented the child
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

They were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, so they went back
to their own country by another route.

***Sitting or standing q



Morning Message ' V& N#7&6: &% G+7 R8" 68

Prayer Hymn l'L" 2= @6& 8) & K+ () 8#&" 1#183
accompanied by Sharon , piano & Michael, guitar
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Prayers of the People

You are invited to speak a brief prayer for yourself, another, or a part of the world

One: God, in your love, All: Hear our prayer
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Eternal Spirit, Earth - maker, Pain - bearer, Life - giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
the hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come
on Earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.
Amen.

Invitation to the Offering
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What can | offer, poor as | am?
If I were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb.
If | were a wise one, | would do my part;
but what can | offer: all my heart.

***  Prayer of Dedication

We thank you, God, living Spirit, for sending a star to guide the
magi to Christ. But even more, we praise you for signs and
witnesses in every generation that lead us to your Christ. We thank
you for inviting, blessing and renewing us during this service of
worship today. May we go forward from this moment and place to
participate in invitation, blessing, and renewal. Amen.
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..Happy birthday dear Diane, Cindy, Avery, Dennis & Hannah

***Closing Hymn I @7 ; +8) FO" %2&77 S) 37#&593"

***Benediction

***Sitting or standing
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***Sung Response Let There Be Peace on Earth
by Jill Jackson- Miller & Sy Miller

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me
Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God as creator, family all are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.
V+8) &: £6= 78&4 H 8"/ &I 0&8 8)+7 ¢
To take each moment, and live each moment in peace eternally!
Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.
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PRAYER CORNER
Please hold these joys and concerns in your prayers:

*Update on Jenna, from Cindy Siegel: Jenna came home on the 27th of
December. All things  considered she's doing ok, still no use of her left
arm, but her left leg is slowly improving. A nurse stops by once a
week. Physical therapy (home visits) as well as occupational therapy &
speech therapy (to work on memory) will be stopping by. When I'm

not working I am with Jenna so her husband Kevin can work. Jenna is

not able to be alone as of yet. Jenna gets frustrated & down at

times, but that's understandable. Tell everyone thank you for their
support and prayers.

*For those who are without family and loved ones due to death and
other forms of distance. May we all be surrounded by love and
community at the turn of a new year.

And in the wider community...

* For increased access to safe, warm, stable housing for our local
neighbors as winter weather deepens in Minnesota. For access to safe
shelter, food and water for all global citizens, particularly asylum
seekers and refugees.

*As the pandemic rages on with heightened fury, having killed 5.4
million persons worldwide and with 10.8 million active cases in this
land (which is 45% of confirmed active cases in the world). As a
congregation, may we continue to protect each other and new friends
during this season of Christmastide.



Faith Conversations

Faith Conversations
Our adult ed. Forum | in - person and zoomed
Most Sundays, 11 - 11:45 am

Join us in the Fireside Room. Bring your 10:30 am
after - worship fellowship treats with you!

In 10 - minute videos, contemporary progressive faith leaders present key
concepts of God, religion, Jesus, salvation, cross, Bible, church. We'll explore
biblical texts and faith concepts, applying them to our own lives.
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ength that women, land, and plants

ations.” —ROBIN WALL KIMMERER

PCC Book Club
We aim to read books that matter from
diverse genres, topics and authors.

Calling all readers! We will read
local Dakota author Diane Wilson's
debut novel,
The Seed Keeper in January.

Hybrid gatherings
(Zoomed & In - person at church)

Jan. 13 & 27,6:30 s 8 pm

If interested please contact
Pastor Clare
- pastor@peoplescongregational.org
anovel 651- 600 - 6409




Volunteers Needed

Please sign up for open volunteer spots on the sign up sheet which is
in the Narthex before worship and downstairs during Fellowship or

contact the office 651
office@peoplescongregational.org.

- 439 - 5667

This helps Kimberly greatly, to have volunteers in advance!

Thank you!
Fellowship  Fellowship
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