
   

 

"An inclusive community, celebrating God's unconditional love  
through engaging worship and faithful service"  

June 29,  2022  

Pride Weekend |Alzheimer's Awareness Month  

"Searching For Hope” 
Rev. Claire Klein 
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The Love of God Gathers Us 
 

Gathering Music                        We greet those around us or sit quietly  
                                                                             as we settle into sacred time and space 

 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Lantern Lighting       “You Are Welcome Here”               DeMan 

 
Addison Albright, Acolyte 

 

The flame represents the light of Christ among us 
 
Words of Welcome                     Rev. Claire Klein  
 
***Call to Worship                                Carol Dusbabek 
 

One: Let us pray together: 
All:   My soul praises you, O God! 
 

One: Each of us gives thanks for the gift of life,  
for the having of this day. 

All:   Whether it brings us joy or sorrow, pain or ease,  
may we take it as a gift;  

 

One: something to puzzle out or treasure,  
something that may lead us closer to you. 

All:   My soul praises you, O God! 
 

One: Whether we sit alone or dance in the company of friends,  
may we hear your Spirit calling to us: 

All:   a call to faithfulness; a call to stillness, to work, to play; 
 

One: a call to prayer, to study, to silence. May we answer, 
All:   My soul praises you, O God! Amen.   
 
***Opening Song           “In the Bulb, There Is a Flower”             #433 NCH 

see next page  
          

  

***Sitting or standing 
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Acknowledging Our Humanness and God’s Grace 
 

Prayer of Longing  
 

   God of all life and grace, we thank you for the seasons of this Earth,  
   for the seasons of planting and sowing, for the seasons of harvest  
   and reaping. So also you give us seasons of heart. Grant that in a  
   drought of grace we may find your oasis of welcome and  
   affirmation. Grant that in a storm of grief we may find shelter in  
   resurrection faith. Grant that in the seasons of our days we may  
   find rich soil for your seeds of hope. God of all life and grace–stay  
   with us! Be our strength and hope in all times! In Christ’s name, we  
   pray. Amen.  
 

prayerful silence 
 
Song of Longing on Pride Weekend      
     

                                          “For All the Children”                       David Lohman 
see next page  

 
***Assurance of Grace & Invitation to Pass the Peace  
 

We share the peace with those gathered with us now (in-person, virtually) 
 

We extend the peace later by phone call, email or text message 
 

Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you!    All:  And also with you! 
 
 
 

A Time With Children 
 

Sung Invitation       We sing as our children come forward 
 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine. 
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***Sitting or standing 

Singing “Happy Birthday” 
 

    ..Happy birthday dear Shizuko (Purnick) & Jim (Dahl) 
 

Learning A New Song  
 

                                   “Love, Take a Walk With Me”           By Charles Murphy 
  

Love, take a walk with me, 
and Spirit guide my feet. 

Anger... 
Grief... 
Hope… 

Friends… 
 

Blessing One Another 
 

Seated, we open our arms to the children 
 

Children :  God be with you            All: And also with you  
 

Sung Affirmation   We sing as children depart or return to families 
 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine. 
Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine. 
Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine. 

 
 

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship 
Infants and toddlers (w/adult) are welcome to use our outdoor nursery 

 

Lisa (Childcare Provider) will supervise older children on the playground  
(if 3 or more children, we ask that a second adult assist her) 

 

Children under 3 on the playground must be watched by their own adult  
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 Proclaiming God’s Love 
Scriptures                                                                                           

 

Psalm  77~ The Inclusive Bible    
  

I cried to God for help; I cried out to God to hear me. 
In the day of my distress I sought you, God, and by night I lifted my 

outstretched hand in prayer.  
I lay sweating and nothing would cool me;  

nothing would comfort me.  
When I called you to mind, I groaned;  

as I lay thinking, gloom overcame my spirit.  
 

—Selah— 
 

You kept my eyes open all night; I was so troubled I couldn’t speak. 
My thoughts went back to times now distant, to years long past; 

I remembered my songs in the night. 
As I lay thinking, my spirit pondered:  

“God, will you reject us forever and ever? 
Will you never again show your favor? 

Has your unfailing love now vanished forever? 
Will your promise remain unfulfilled generation after generation? 

Have you forgotten how to show mercy, O God? 
Has your anger blotted out your compassion?” 

 

—Selah— 
 

Then I thought: “This is the cause of my infinity–it is another  
visitation of the right hand of the Most High!” 

And then I remember your deeds, God–yes I will call to mind your 
wonderful acts of long ago.  

I will meditate on all your works, and think about all you have done.  
O God, your way is holy; what god is as great as God? 

You are the God who worked miracles; you have shown the nations 
your power. 

With your strong arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of 
Israel and their children’s children. 

cont. 
 



 8 

 

***Sitting or standing 

The waters saw you, O God, they saw you and trembled, and the ocean 
depths quaked.  

The clouds coursed their waters; the skies echoed with your voice; 
your arrows flashed all around.  

The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind, your lightning lit up 
the world, and the Earth shook and quaked.  

You made your path through the sea and walked through the mighty 
waters, yet no one could find your footsteps.  

You guided your people like a flock of sheep, by the hand of Moses and 
Miriam and Aaron.  

 
Romans 5: 1-5 ~ The Inclusive Bible    

 

Now since we have been made right in God’s sight by our faith,  
we are at peace with God through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Because of our faith, Christ has brought us to the grace in which we 
now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to the day on 
which we will become all that God has intended. But not only that–we 
even rejoice in our afflictions! We know that affliction produces  
perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and character, hope. 
And such hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 
poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given 
to us.  
  

  
Morning Message            "Searching For Hope” 
 
Prayer Hymn         “Let Us Hope When Hope Seems Hopeless”      
        Vs. 1-2                                                   #461 NCH 
                                                                                                                             see page 10-11 
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 Responding To God’s Love 
 

Prayers of the People   
 
  

When sharing a joy or concern for yourself, another, or a part of the world; 
please project your voice so we can hear it. 

  
One:  God, in your love,                  All:  Hear our prayer  

 
Musical Interlude 
 

We listen as our own prayers quietly arise 
 

Prayer of Jesus 
 

Feel free to call God by names that resonate with you 
(Parent, Creator, Spirit, Friend) 

 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  

Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all,  
Loving God, in whom is heaven:  

the hallowing of your name echo through the universe!  
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!   

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  
 Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come 

 on Earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us.  
 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.   

From trials too great to endure, spare us.   
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

  For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.   
Amen. 
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***Sitting or standing 

“Let Us Hope When Hope Seems Hopeless” ~ Vs. 1-2   
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Invitation to the Offering  
 
Offertory                            “Enter My Heart”                                    Martin 
 

We support the work of our church with financial gifts  
as we have means to do so 

 
 

Please consider leaving a gift in the offering basket as you depart, 
scanning the QR code to give electronically, or mailing in a check  

 
 

***Doxology    
   

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
***Prayer of Dedication 
 

   Gracious God, you have been extravagant in your generosity. You  
   have planted within us the seeds of hope, nurtured within us the  
   saplings of faith, and harvested the fruits of your creation. You  
   spread before us the feast of possibility! Words cannot fully express  
   our gratitude. May we embody our thanks with extravagant  
   generosity. May we offer our lives to you in acts of compassion for  
   one another. May we walk gently upon the Earth, ever mindful of  
   your gifts of breath, of love, of life itself. Amen. 
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***Sitting or standing 

 Going Forth to Share God’s Love 
 

***Closing Hymn    “My Life Flows On In Endless Song”         #476 NCH  
                                                                    Vs. 1-2                                        see page 12 & 13 
  
***Benediction 
 
***Sung Response                 

Irish Blessing 
Sung twice 

  
May the road rise to meet you 
May the wind be at your back 

May the sun shine warm upon your face 
The rain fall soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again 
Till we meet again 

May God hold you in the palm of God’s hand 
 
***Postlude                 “May the Blessing of God”                     M.T. Winter 
 

 We carry the light of Christ with us in all times and spaces 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to linger on the lawn after worship 
 

10:30 am Fellowship | Treats and beverages enjoyed in good company! 
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“My Life Flows On In Endless Song” ~ Vs. 1-2          
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Rev. Claire Klein is ordained to practice 
music therapy with AccentCare Fairview 
Hospice serves and as the Moderator at 
Lyndale United Church of Christ in  
Minneapolis. She graduated with a  
Masters of Divinity with an Interfaith 
Chaplaincy emphasis from United  
Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in 
2019 and was ordained in August 2021. She 
hopes to start a worship service for people 
with dementia and their care partners 
once COVID conditions allow. In addition, 
Rev. Claire enjoys knitting, walking 
around the lake near her home in St. Paul, 
camping, and watching nerdy TV shows 
with her fiancé Jacob.  
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PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please hold these joys and concerns in your prayers:  
 
*With Sharon Binger, as she travels to Wichita, KS for the NACCC  
Annual Conference, June 25-28th. 
 

*For Linda Tossey as she is facing serious medical issues. 
 

*For Jill's brother Kurt, now healing outside of the hospital. We pray 
for continued recovery. 
 

*We hold space for hope with Mary Ann Litfin as her estranged 
daughter Natasha opens her home once again to family members. 
 

*We rejoice with Claire, BJ and Edith Stokes and their extended family 
upon the birth of William Paul Stokes on June 9th! All are doing well. 
William is named after grandfathers Bill Stokes and Paul Walthour. 
We look forward to surrounding William with our love! 
 

*For Pastor Clare's brother Sam, his spouse Martha, and  
children Naomi and Will, emerging from COVID quarantine and  
recovering from symptoms.  
 

*And for Sharon’s brother, Greg, battling multiple myeloma and now 
home from the ICU, adjusting to a new blood thinner after  
experiencing a pulmonary blood clot.     
  
*We celebrate birthdays with Andrea Dittmann (24th), Luke Dittmann 
& Paul Spilseth (25th), Shizuko Purnick (26th) and Jim Dahl (27th),  
and the anniversaries of BJ & Claire Stokes (20th) &  
Bill & Betsey Stokes (29th).  
 

 
 
 

To include a prayer in our Prayer Corner in coming days, 
please share it with Pastor Clare (by phone or email)  
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  And in the wider community… 
 

*We give thanks that, wherever we go and wherever we pause, we witness 
people reaching across potential divides to build community.   
  

*As hearings unfold related to the Select Committee Investigation of the 
January 6, 2021 attack on the US capitol, may justice be served.  
 

*We give thanks for our developing relationship with the MN Conference 
UCC and trust God to guide the work of our wider UCC and NACCC.  
 

*During Pride Month, we focus on recognizing bravery and vulnerability 
within the LGBTQ+ community. May we be reminded of our belovedness, 
knowing the image of God is present in each of us as we emerge into the  
fullness of our gender identities and sexual orientations.    
 

*As coronavirus surges, may we each do what is necessary to keep  
protecting the youngest and immunocompromised among us.  
 

*As genocide and warfare continue in Ukraine, may refugees be met with 
welcome and resources. We pray for wellbeing for Pastor Clare's sister 
Aidan, providing medical care to refugees in Moldova for the month of 
June. 
 

*As our epidemic of gun violence continues, may our legislators hear and 
honor the cries of the people (particularly the call to action by youth and  
children through March For Our Lives). May we work hard to find  
common ground where responsible gun owners can pursue hobbies but 
high-capacity assault rifles cannot be easily accessed by anyone. For our 
elected leaders, clarity of conscience and courage to do good.  
 

Prayer Cards 

If you voice a prayer for a loved one today, we welcome you to start a 
card for us to sign during fellowship. 

 

(prayer cards on shelf of entrance sign) 
 

Please take the signed card with you as you leave, stamps provided. 
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Juneteenth Sunday 

People's Church was richly blessed on Juneteenth Sunday by the  
gracious presence and inspiring words of Rev. Pam Ngunjiri,  

Co-Director of Racial Justice at the Minnesota Council of Churches.   
In words and music, we celebrated the completion of our ARC year  
of antiracism learning (in which 47 People's people participated!), 

Juneteenth and Father's Day!  Our gratitude goes to all who  
participated in Sunday's worship service!   
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Credits & Permissions | Call to Worship, Prayer of Dedication, reprinted or adapted by permission of the publisher from Before the 
Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, ed. Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria I Tirabassi. Copyright © 2007. Prayer of Longing reprinted or 
adapted by permission of the publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim 
Press. Prayer of Jesus from the New England Book of Prayer. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  Music/Hymnals used: New Century Hymnal, David Lohman, Charles Murphy 
  

 

Thank you for all who made today wonderful: Choir Dir. Michael Bjork,  
Worship Accompanist Sharon Neuenfeldt, Cheri Schwartz (cantor),  

Mary Binger (greeter), Carol Dusbabek (liturgist), Addison Albright (acolyte),  
Mary Binger (fellowship), Paul, Bob & Mark (tech),  

Lisa Culbertson (childcare Provider) 

People’s Congregational Church 
 Rev. Clare Gromoll, Pastor ~ pastor@peoplescongregational.org 

 309 Third St. N, Bayport MN 55003-1028 
 (651) 439-5667 / office@peoplescongregational.org   

 www.peoplescongregational.org             @PCCBayport   

Mary Maren 
Bjork recently  

submitted a human  
interest article to  

The Gazette, 
 

highlighting our 1st 
annual  

People's May Festival, 
our participation in a 
national practice of 

 lament related to the 
mass killing in Uvalde, 
TX, and our upcoming 

commemoration of 
Juneteenth. 

 
Her article was  
published in the  

Friday, June, 17th  

mailto:office@peoplescongregational.org
http://www.peoplescongregational.org

