
   

 

"An inclusive community, celebrating God's unconditional love  
through engaging worship and faithful service"  

December 25, 2022 

 “Will We Reverberate with Christmas Joy?"  
Christmas Morning 
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NCH = New Century Hymnal, located in the pews 

The Love of God Gathers Us 
 
 

Gathering Music                        We greet those around us or sit quietly  
                                                                             as we settle into sacred time and space 

 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting   “Were you There on that Christmas Night”  
                                                                                                                Calkin 

 

Lori Mildon, flute 
Sam Gromoll, acolyte 

  

A flame represents the light of Christ among us 
 
Words of Welcome               Pastor Clare Gromoll  
  
***Opening Carol & Lighting the Christ Candle 
 

                                   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                         NCH #129
          Vs. 1-2  
 

 

***Prayer of Gathering (unison)                                     Mary Binger, liturgist 
  

O God in Jesus the Christ Child, we greet this morning with joy. You 
lift our spirits by coming to share in our human situation. We thank 
you for Christmas joy—for gifts shared, friendships renewed, hearts 
warmed by the love of dear ones, and greetings between strangers.  
We invite you to transform our lives, such that we continue to  
reverberate with Christmas joy. Amen. 

 
***Carol                “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”                NCH #126               
                                                          Vs. 1-3 
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***Sitting or standing 

 Acknowledging Our Humanness and God’s Grace   
 

Prayer of Longing (unison)    
 

Incarnate God of Christmastide, help us to discover the true meaning 
and joy that lie beneath the surface of this holy season. We long to see 
beyond the baby in the manger to the child, adolescent and adult  
Jesus became. Guide us to test our lives by his teachings and  
example. Enable us to sense your incredible love reaching out to us 
now, giving wisdom and power for our journeys. Then send us out to 
spread the good news that you are born among us, living in our 
neighborhoods. Through Jesus the Christ child, we pray.  Amen. 

 

prayerful silence  
 
Musical Interlude      ...as our own longings quietly emerge  
   
Assurance of Grace   
  
***Passing the Peace  
 

We share a sign of peace with those gathered now (in-person, virtually) 

We extend the peace later by phone call, email, text message 
  

Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you!    All:  And also with you! 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s welcome one another! 
 

Name tags are found in the Narthex (just inside the front doors) 
 

Welcome forms in pews: request a prayer or name tag, update contact info, etc.  
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***Sitting or standing 

A Time With Children 
 

Sung Invitation       We sing as our children come forward 
 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine.  

Singing “Happy Birthday” 
 

    ..Happy birthday dear Eddy (Hintze-Graf) 
 

Wondering Together 
 
Blessing One Another    Seated, we open our arms to the children 
 

Children :  God be with you            All: And also with you   
 
Sung Affirmation   We sing as children return to families 
 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine. 
Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine. 
Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine.   

  
We welcome the sounds and movements of children in worship 

 

Lisa (Childcare Provider) also cares for infants and toddlers  
9:15 - 10:45 in the Nursery downstairs 

 

If needing space to move around, families are welcome to use  
the Narthex (entry area) or Meditation Room (off front left exit from Sanctuary) 

 

In fall 2022, we gave a first annual gift to Walker|West in St. Paul, MN as a 
reparations payment for our use of this African American spiritual. 

"Walker|West creates a music learning community rooted in the  
African-American cultural experience, where people of all ages and  

backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music." 
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Proclaiming God’s Love              
  

Carol      “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”                    NCH #131   
                                                        Vs. 1, 3 & 4 

Scriptures                                                                         Sharri Kinkead, liturgist 
                     

Isaiah 52:7-10 ~ The Inclusive Bible (responsively)     
 

How welcome upon the mountains are the feet of one who brings good 
news—who announces peace, and brings news of happy things,  
and proclaims deliverance, saying to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 
 

Listen! Those who keep watch raise a cry, together they shout for joy— 
for they see with their own eyes God’s restoration of Zion! 
 

Break out together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem! For God comforts the 
people, and redeems Jerusalem. 
 

God bares a holy arm in the sight of all the nations; all the ends of the 
Earth will behold the salvation of our God! 

 
Carol          “Once in Royal David’s City”                       NCH #145 

Vs. 1, 3 & 4 
 

Psalm 98 ~ The Inclusive Bible (responsively)     
 

Sing a new song to God, who has worked wonders, whose right hand and 
holy arm have brought deliverance! 
 

God has made salvation known and shown divine justice to the nations, 
and has remembered in truth and love the house of Israel. All the ends 
of the Earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 

Shout to the Most High, all the Earth, break into joyous songs of praise! 
Sing praise to God with the harp, with the harp and melodious singing! 
 

With trumpets and the blast of the shofar, raise a shout to God, ruler of 
all. Let the sea and all within it thunder; the world and all its peoples. 
 

Let the rivers clap their hands and the hills ring out their joy before God, 
who comes to judge the Earth, who will rule the world with justice and 
its peoples with equity. 
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A Brief Message       “Will We Reverberate with Christmas Joy?” 
 

Carol   “Who Would Think That What Was Needed”    NCH #153 
All verses 

 
 

Responding To God’s Love 
 

Prayers of the People   

  

 When sharing a joy or concern for yourself, another, or a part of the world; 
please project your voice to be heard. We’ll add your prayer to our Prayer Corner. 

  

One: God, in your love                  All: Hear our prayer  
 

Prayer of Jesus (unison)                                       
 

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, 
Holy and blessed is your true name. 

We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 

Let heaven and Earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need, 

Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 

From each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence 

Beyond the evil of our days — 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 

For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 

Prayer Cards 
If you voice a prayer for a loved one during Prayers of the People,  
we welcome you to start a card for us to sign during fellowship  

(cards are on the Information Table in the Fellowship Hall). 

Or simply take a blank card with you as you leave! 
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***Sitting or standing 

Invitation to the Offering 
  
Carol     “Little Drummer Boy” 
 

Come they told me Pa rum pum pum pum 
A new born king to see Pa rum pum pum pum 

Our finest gifts we bring Pa rum pum pum pum 
To lay before the king Pa rum pum pum pum, 

Rum pum pum pum, Rum pum pum pum 
So to honor him Pa rum pum pum pum 

When we come 
  

Little baby Pa rum pum pum pum 
I am a poor boy too Pa rum pum pum pum 

I have no gift to bring Pa rum pum pum pum 
That's fit to give our king Pa rum pum pum pum, 

Rum pum pum pum, Rum pum pum pum 
Shall I play for you Pa rum pum pum pum 

On my drum 
 

Mary nodded Pa rum pum pum pum 
The ox and lamb kept time Pa rum pum pum pum 
I played my drum for him Pa rum pum pum pum 
I played my best for him Pa rum pum pum pum, 

Rum pum pum pum, Rum pum pum pum 
Then he smiled at me Pa rum pum pum pum 

Me and my drum 
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Offertory                            “Away in the Manger”           Kirkpatrick              
Lori Mildon, flute 

 
 

Offering plates circulate at this time 
We support our church financially as we have means to do so 

 

Welcome Forms also go in the offering plate (prayer request, updates, etc.) 
 

We can also mail in a check or give electronically by scanning the QR code 
 

 
 
 
***Offertory Response   “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
                 

What can I offer, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
but what can I offer: all my heart. 

 
***Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

   O God, your love surpasses our understanding. Yet we trust your  
   generous love at work in our lives. Use our gifts to expand your  
   realm of HOPE, of PEACE, of JOY, of LOVE for all—in this Christmas  
   season and far beyond. Amen! 
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***Sitting or standing 

Going Forth to Share God’s Love 

 

***Closing Carol        “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                              NCH #154 
 All verses  

                                                              
***Benediction 
 
***Sung Response          ..as we form a spacious circle 
      around the perimeter of the Sanctuary  
 
 

“Let There Be Peace on Earth”  
                by Jill Jackson-Miller and Sy Miller 
  

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me 

Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as creator, family all are we. 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
  

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 

With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow; 

To take each moment, and live each moment in peace eternally! 

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me. 

 
We carry the light of Christ with us in all times and space 

 
 
***Postlude                  “Go Tell it on the Mountain”                  J. W. Work, Jr. 
 

   
 

 
  

All are welcome to gather downstairs after worship! 
 

10:30 am Fellowship (refreshments) 
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We invite you to these upcoming activities... 
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...All are welcome! 
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Credits & Permissions |  Prayer of Gathering: Reprinted or adapted by permission of the publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. 
Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Prayer of Longing: Reprinted from Flames of the Spirit: Re-
sources for Worship by Ruth C. Duck. Copyright © 1985 Pilgrim Press. Prayer of Jesus from by Parker Palmer. Permission to podcast/
stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights  
reserved. Hymnals used: New Century Hymnal 
  

 

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist),  
Lori Mildon (flute), Sam Gromoll (acolyte), Kathy & Bob Iverson (greeters),  

Mary Binger & Sharri Kinkead (liturgists), Lori Mildon (fellowship)  
Paul, Bob & Mark (tech), Jackie Savage (Sanctuary organizer, outdoor sign),  

Andi Favilla & Jenni Shaller (decorations), Lisa Culbertson (Childcare Provider) 

People’s Congregational Church 
 Rev. Clare Gromoll, Pastor ~ pastor@peoplescongregational.org 

 309 Third St. N, Bayport MN 55003-1028 
 (651) 439-5667 / office@peoplescongregational.org   

 www.peoplescongregational.org             @PCCBayport   

 

  

Jill Greenhalgh & Rolf Dittmann 

  

Diane & Joe Legato  

  

Mindy Peters 

  

Sue Favilla 

Grateful for my wonderful family 

Andrea & Peter Favilla 

 
Pastor Clare Gromoll 

 Grateful for how we help each other  

come alive at People’s Church! 

 
Paula & Walt Richey 

In Honor of the Ukrainian people  

& for love & kindness to all  

  Thank you for beautifying our Sanctuary this Christmas!  

We encourage anyone to take a poinsettia with you today!   

Poinsettia’s Given with Generous Spirits. 

mailto:office@peoplescongregational.org
http://www.peoplescongregational.org

