
   

 

The Love of God Gathers Us 
 

Gathering Music 
 

We gently settle into sacred time and space  

 
Ringing of the Bell      
 
Prelude and Candle Lighting “Angels We Have Heard on High”        

Trad French Carol  
 

Acknowledging the light of Christ among us  
                 
Words of Welcome 
 
Choral Anthem            “Advent Alleluia ”                               Jay Althouse  
                        
 
 

Welcome!  
 

We encourage wearing name tags. 
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  

* = Sitting or standing NCH = New Century Hymnal 
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Advent Candle Lighting 
 

In this season of Advent, we gather around a wreath…  

We light the candle of HOPE…  
We light the candle of PEACE… 

We light the candle of JOY…  
We light the candle of LOVE… Let us pray: 

 

Emmanuel, we celebrate your Advent in Jesus. And we light an Advent of 
new hope in this time and place. Amen.  

 
Sung Response   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”       

traditional carol, chorus by Maren Tirabassi 
 

O come, Desire of Nations, bind 

all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease; 

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 

is come to birth where all God’s children dwell. 
 

Acknowledging Our Need for God’s Grace  

 
Prayer of Confession & Longing (responsive) 
 

 God of love incarnate, the birth of the Christ child reminds us that all 
 our wonderings come home to you. Our griefs and delights find a place 
 in the stable where you transform scarcity and fear into abundance 
 and companionship.  

Your light shines in our lives; your peace embraces our struggle; your life 
opens us to new awareness of ourselves and our neighbors. We confess that 
we sometimes fail to stay open and aware. In Jesus’ humble birth we  
discover your everlasting grace. We welcome you and offer you our thanks 
and praise. Amen.. 
 
Musical Interlude           ...to accompany our quiet prayers 
 
Assurance of Grace (responsive)  
 

 One: The peace of Christ be with you!       All: And also with you!  
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*Passing the Peace  
 

…to those with us online and onsite: smiles, peace signs, handshakes  

 
Lessons and Carols 

 
The First Reading                         Isaiah 9: 2-7  
Carol (NCH #126)      “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 
                    vs. 1 & 4 

  
The Second Reading                       Luke 2: 1–7 

Carol (NCH #133)          “O Little Town of Bethlehem”        
                            vs. 1-2 

 

The Third Reading                       Luke 2: 8–12 

Carol (NCH #132)                    “Joy to the World” 

                            vs. 1-2 
 
The Fourth Reading                           Luke 2: 13–14 

Carol (NCH #125)       “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
           vs. 1-2 
 
The Fifth Reading                               Luke 2: 15–20 

Carol (NCH #148)                 “What Child is This?” 

                            vs. 1 & 3 

 
The Sixth Reading                         John 1: 1–14 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle   
 
Carol (NCH #139)           “The First Nowell” 

           vs. 1-2 
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Responding To God’s Love 
 
Message           
 
Solo       “Ave Maria”           Giulio Caccini 
 
A Prayer for Christmastide 

 
Invitation to the Offering  

 
Offertory                         “Drummer Boy”          K. Davis  

 
*Offertory Response  “In the Bleak Midwinter”  
 

What can I offer, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 

but what can I offer: all my heart. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

God of all, in Jesus you come to speak your Word of love and life. Touch us 
with transcendent joy like the singing of angels. Fill us with wonder like the 
eyes of children. May our journey to the manger renew in us a commitment 
to serving you. In gratitude and hope, we dedicate gifts of money and effort 
to the work of your love. Amen.  
 
*Preparing to Share the Christ Light 
 
*Benediction 
 
 
 
 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 

Blue electronic giving cards represent gifts made electronically. 
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*Carol (NCH #134)    “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

’round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

  
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

  
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

   
Please extinguish your candle as lights come up 

 
*Postlude      

 

Departing quietly, we place candles in baskets at exits  

 
We carry the Christ light in all times and spaces  

 

Peace on Earth and good tidings to all!  
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PRAYER CORNER 
Please hold these joys and concerns in your prayers: 

 
 

For persons known to us… 
 

*For our Jewish siblings in the wake of Temple Israel being defaced with swastikas 
last week in Minneapolis. For those experiencing fear in the face of hateful actions… 
For all to have open minds and loving hearts amidst human diversity. 

*For Sharon Neuenfeldt’s brother, Allen, as his prostate cancer returns. 

Thanks for all 2025 Intended Gifts!  

We invite any members and friends who anticipate offering financial support in 2025 to 
please turn in your form as well. This will help our leaders plan our upcoming ministry. 

We look forward to the coming year!  Giving forms in Narthex. 
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  | Advent Candle Liturgy by Maren Tirabassi. Prayer of Longing reprinted or adapted by permission of the 
publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Readings from 
NRSV and  the Inclusive Bible. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. 
All rights reserved.  

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon 
(flute), Bob Dickie (greeters), Sam Gromoll (youth greeter), Jonah Gromoll (acolyte),  

Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux (soloist & liturgist), Cheri Schwartz (liturgists), SCUC Choir,  
Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan (tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer, 
outdoor sign), Andi Favilla, Sharri Kinkead, Arly Fuhr, Mary Binger, & Kathleen Dennison 

(decorations)  

St. Croix United Church 

Rev. Clare Gromoll, Pastor  
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org 

309 Third St. N, Bayport MN 55003-1028 
(651) 439-5667 / office@stcroixunitedchurch.org   

www.stcroixunitedchurch.org          @SCUCBayport  

mailto:office@peoplescongregational.org
http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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