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Welcome!

We encourage wearing name tags.
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)
Large-print bulletins: there are plenty!

Gathering Music
Ringing of the Bell

Prelude & Candle Lighting “To God be the Glory” Doane

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space

Words of Welcome & Announcements

Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.
They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.




*Call to Worship (responsive)

Planted by God’s love and connected through the vine that is Christ -
Our lives in this world can be fruitful.

Fruitfulness is a sign that we are being nourished by a healthy vine.
As branches of the vine, may we be channels of bounty shared by all of
creation. Amen.

*Opening Hymn “Come and Find the Quiet Center”

Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead,
Find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed:
Clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see
All the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be.

Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace,

God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, touches base,

Making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun,
Raising courage when we’re shrinking, finding scope for faith begun.

In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other’s pain,
Let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain:
There’s a place for deepest dreaming, there’s a time for heart to care,
In the Spirit’s lively scheming there is always room to spare!

Centering Ourselves ...in stillness and breath

Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)

Gracious God, dresser of vines, we confess that we have been more willing to
consume the fruit of others than to bear fruit ourselves. At times when the
harvest has been uncertain, we have refused to give of ourselves. We have
depended too much on ourselves and not enough on you. Help us to be
channels for your grace, branches for your life-giving Spirit, bearers of your
word of love and joy. In the way of Jesus your Christ, we pray. Amen.

Musical Interlude ...to accompany our quiet prayers

SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise * = Sitting or standing NCH = New Century Hymnal 2



Assurance of Grace (responsive)
The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you!

Passing the Peace (seated)
...smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us

Sung Invitation ...as young people come forward
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...

Singing “Happy Birthday”

Debi Orff (11/9), Pat Mazzitello (11/10), Andre Harrison (11/10),
Fritz West (11/10), Wendy Heurung (11/11), Bob Heurung (11/13)

Wondering Together

Blessing One Another ...with arms wide open
Young Ones: God be with you All: And also with you

Sung Affirmation ...as young people depart or return to families

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine...

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 4) | Children can go downstairs with Carol
Youth Group (grades 5-12) | Youth are invited to stay in worship (1 Sunday/month)

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship!

Reading from the Gospels | Inclusive Bible John 15:1-9
Contemporary Reading | by Mary Oliver “When I Am Among the Trees”

One: Here ends the readings. All: Thanks be to God!

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,
where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music.
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Morning Message “Growing to Thrive”
Prayer Song (SPP #61) “Call to Prayer”

Prayers of the People

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world
Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner

...God, in your love Hear our prayer

Prayer of Jesus (unison)

Our Father and Mother who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kindom come. Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Witnessing Steward Nat Graf & Zoey Hintze-Graf
Connect, Grow, Love & Give | Through our Nov. 2-23 fall stewardship campaign, we are invited
to consider a generous financial pledge to support our congregation’s ministry in 2026

Invitation to the Offering

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code)
Blue electronic giving cards found in pew pockets.

Offertory “Jesus Thou Loving Hearts” Baker

*Song of Thanks

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below — Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!




*Prayer of Dedication (unison)

Gracious God, Source of all — you plant within us seeds of hope, nurture within
us saplings of faith, and harvest fruits of your creation. May we embody our
thanks with radical generosity, offering our lives to you in acts of compassion
for one another. May we walk gently upon the Earth, ever mindful of your
gifts of breath, of love, of life itself. Amen.

*Closing Song (SPP #66) “Every Step of the Way”
sung twice

*Benediction

*Parting Music ...as we greet one another

Today Following Worship:
10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company!
11:00 am | Adult Forum: Embracing Our Questions




PRAYER CORNER

*With Pat Mazzitello, prayers for friend Liz and her family as they deal with
injuries, sickness, and challenges in healing.

*With Cindy and John Siegel's daughter, Jenna Hirte, who has had complex
brain surgeries - grateful for a yearly MRI bearing some good news, yet concerned
about two newly discovered subdural bleeds.

*For Telae and her son, Kai, as they begin to move forward following a mental
health crisis. The family welcomes our prayers for the best possible outcome for Kai
on the path ahead.

*With Naomi Kirstein, prayers for all those who live in daily fear of and anxiety
over economic hardship and immigration policies. May our eyes see the affected
and may we continue to respond as a community.

*With Bob Schwartz, we pray for our member, Walt Richey, and for
John Legato (son of Joe and Diane) as they each face cancer diagnoses.

*With Randy Gutzmann, thankful for the thoughtfulness and effort this community
shared in the last congregational meeting.

*With Angelica Van Iperen, prayers for her mom, Judy, who has diabetes and
glaucoma, as she recovers from a minor surgery.

~ Adult Forum Adult Forum: "Embracing Our Questions"
TODAY| 11 am-noon
guided discussions on matters of faith

Bring your faith related questions as we share the DVD
series Living the Questions to stimulate our discussion.

Grief Support Group: Finding Hope Together

Grief support group
Finding hope together | Begins Tuesday, Nov. 11th | 10 am

Our Grief Support Group offers a safe, caring space to share, listen,
and find comfort with others who understand what you’re going
through. Together, we seek healing and hope.

Questions? Interested? Please reach out to
Debbie Knox (brightleaf25@proton.me) for more info.




Connecting with the Word Connecting with the Word | Wednesdays, 11:15 am

awerkly study of biicnl and contermy porary texts

Nov. 12th theme - Connect: Many ways of Connection

Come explore the biblical and contemporary readings for the
coming Sunday. We examine each passage, wonder about its
meaning, and discover connections to our own faith journeys.

Wil P
Iuygheld format

O‘AM UN/) Community Collective: Social Justice in the Valley
(@) i Thursday, Nov. 13th | 7 pm
This month we welcome speaker: Cindy Parsons,
(\0 \\Q, Executive Director of The Connect Center
{ L Ec“\ Featured Topic: Cold weather support for our friends in need.

**Please bring an item to donate that will keep our neighbors warm (especially
those of all ages who spend the winter weather months without housing)

Helpful items include: hand/feet warmers, mittens, hats, heavy socks, car blankets, bottles of
water, flashlights, and snacks

RSVP's are helpful and encouraged (email office@stcroixunitedchurch.org).

Soup & Shop | Saturday, Nov. 22 | 10 am—3 pm

Soup & Shop is almost here... There are still places
where you can help! Sign-ups in the Fellowship Hall:

Making soup, bread, pies, cookies, baked goods and
crafts

SATURDAY | NOVEMBER 22 Decorating porch pots
s Donating gift cards and goods-to-go

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT S0UP . . . . .
_ GIFTS, RAFFLES, AUCTIONS Helping in the kitchen, selling raffle tickets
BAKE SHOPPE, CRAFTS & LOCAL ARTISANS

e Helping with set up or clean up

ST. CROIX UNITED CHURCH

@, oonmmOsT | marorr ey | Join in the fun and fellowship with our community!

651-4,39-5667

" WWW.STCROIXUNITEDCHURCH.ORG




Week at a Glance:

Healing Sessions w/Mary Ann | Nov. 10, 6 pm | @ Church
Gentle Tai Chi | Nov. 10, 7 pm | @ Church

Healing Sessions w/Mary Ann | Nov. 11, 10 am | @ Church
Grief Group | Nov. 11, 10 am | @ Church
Soup & Shop Team | Nov. 11, 1:30 pm | @ Church

Healing Sessions w/Mary Ann | Nov. 12, 9 am | @ Church
Gentle Tai Chi | Nov. 12,10 am | @ Church
Connecting with the Word | Nov. 12, 11:15 am | @ Church & Zoom
Youth Choir | Nov. 12, 3:30 pm | @ Church
Finance Committee | Nov. 12, 4 pm | @ Church
Wednesday Supper Club | Nov. 12, 5:30 pm | @ Church
Leadership Council | Nov. 12, 6:00 pm | Church

Community Collective (Social Justice in the Valley ) | Nov. 13th, 7 pm | @ Church

Worship | Nov. 16, 9:30 am | @ Church & Livestream
Children’s Activity | Nov. 16, 9:45 am | @ Church
Fellowship | Nov. 16, 10:30 am | @ Church

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon
(flute), Cheri & Bob Schwartz (ushers), Kathy Iverson (liturgist),
St. Croix United Choir, Claire Spilseth (fellowship), Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan
(tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Carol Dusbabek & Roger Klisch
(children’s activity)

St. Croix United Church

QO%UN”ED %, www.stcroixunitedchurch.org [l @SCUCBayport
go /. \‘%; Pastor Clare Gromoll
_ .‘; _ pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409
- J . Megan Adams | Office Coordinator
- \,oA office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667

Telae | Music & Youth Director
musicandyouth@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (612) 203-0859

CREDITS & PERMISSIONS | Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession & Longing reprinted or adapted by permission of the publishers from
Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Prayer of Dedication adapted by
permission of the publisher from Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, ed. Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria | Tirabassi. Copyright ©
2007 The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Reading from The Inclusive Bible, Copyright © 2009, by Bloomsbury Academic. Permission to podcast/
stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.
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WORDS: Shirley Erena Murray, 1989 BEACH SPRING
MUSIC: Traditional American melody; arr. Jack Schrader 87.87D
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Words and arr. © 1992 Hope Publishing Co.



PRAYER AND GUIDANCE
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ENCOUNTER
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Call to Prayer
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meet us  right here, touch us  right now.
meet  us right here, touch  us right now.
meet us  right here, touch us  right now.
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Meet us  right here, touch us  right now
Meet us  right here, touch us  right now
Meet us  right here, touch us  right now

Words and Music: Phil Mark, Copyright ©1997, 2005. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
(Words revised by the Praise Song Advisory Team, 2009.)
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ENCOUNTER

Every Step of the Way 66
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Based on Micah 6:8.

Words and Music: Christopher Grundy
Music arrangement: Christopher Grundy and Gregory Milton
Copyright ©2004 Local Church Ministries, United Church of Christ. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 12



