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Welcome!

We encourage wearing name tags.
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)
Large-print bulletins: there are plenty!

Gathering Music
Ringing of the Bell

Prelude & Candle Lighting “The Power of Your Love” Bullock

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space

Words of Welcome & Announcements

Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.
They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.




*Gathering Prayer (responsive)

Holy Spirit, you gather us as one body.
Strengthen the bonds of affection that hold your people together.

Bless us with grace to cooperate with one another in love and service.
May we practice compassion and uniting love in a fractured world.

As we face into challenges with imagination and disappointments with
prayerful trust —
May we, your church, bring forth your reign of love. Amen.

*Opening Song (SPP #26) ‘“You Are Welcome Here”

Centering Ourselves ...in stillness and breath

Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)

God of boundless grace, we rejoice in welcoming new members today. We
confess that we sometimes limit ourselves to company that feels familiar.

Guide us to hear and learn from one another - sharing life stories, faith
journeys, diverse gifts. Open our senses to appreciate new perspectives. Help
us to nurture community as we journey forward. Renew in us your Spirit of
welcome and affirmation. As followers of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Musical Interlude ...to accompany our quiet prayers

Assurance of Grace (responsive)
The peace of Christ be with you! = And also with you!

Passing the Peace (seated)
...smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us

Choral Anthem “His Strength is Perfect” by Stephen Curtis Chapman

Sung Invitation ...as young people come forward
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...

SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise * = Sitting or standing NCH = New Century Hymnal 2



Singing “Happy Birthday”

Mary Maren Bjork (11/19), Andi Favilla (11/21), Bob Dickie (11/22),
Sandi Lundgren (11/22)

Invitation to the Rite of Membership
Sharing by our Candidates for Membership Mark Hodgdon, Debbie Knox

Questions of the Candidates

Do you seek to continue your journey of faith, following the way of God’s Love
as revealed by Jesus - trusting the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the
supportive love of this community?

Do you promise to live in covenant within this congregation — supporting our
ministries as you are able and inspired — with your presence, resources, and
talent?

Do you promise to open your heart and mind among these siblings in Christian
faith, knowing that together we can nurture a vibrant community?

Presentation of Membership Certificates & Gifts

*Laying On of Hands
All are invited forward to lay hands on our new members as a sign of support.
Place a hand on a shoulder as we connect in a web of faith community.

*Covenanting Together Nat Graf - Leadership Council Moderator

Please join with me in covenanting together.

Enfolded in God’s love, we gladly embrace Mark and Debbie as our newest
members in this Christian community. We recommit ourselves to mutual care
and partnership in ministry. We trust the Holy Spirit to inspire and encourage
our efforts to embody love in the world. Amen!

Blessing One Another ...with arms wide open
Young Ones: God be with you All: And also with you

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,
where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music.,




Sung Affirmation ...as young people depart or return to families

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine...

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 4)| Children can go downstairs with Claire
Youth Group (grades 5-12) | Youth can go with Telae

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship!

Reading from the New Testament | NRSV, p. 175 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Contemporary Reading | by John 0’Donohue “For Love In a Time of Conflict”

One: Here ends the readings. All: Thanks be to God!
Morning Message “Loving to Thrive”
Prayer Hymn (NCH #461) “Let Us Hope when Hope Seems Hopeless”

Prayers of the People

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world
Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner

...God, in your love Hear our prayer

Prayer of Jesus (unison)

O Great Spirit, our Parent from above, your name is sacred and holy.
Bring your good road to us, where the beauty of your ways
in the spirit-world above is reflected in the earth below.
Provide for us day by day — the elk, the buffalo, and the salmon.
The corn, the squash, and the wild rice.
All the things we need for each day.
Release us from the things we have done wrong,
in the same way we release others for the things done wrong to us.
Guide us away from the things that tempt us to stray from your good road. Amen.

Witnessing Steward Bob Iverson

Connect, Grow, Love & Give | Through our Nov. 2-23 fall stewardship campaign, we are invited
to consider a generous financial pledge to support our congregation’s ministry in 2026




Invitation to Offering

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code)
Blue electronic giving cards found in pew pockets.

Offertory “Pass the Love”

*Song of Thanks

Praise, God, for these gifts;
we lift them up for heaven’s blessing.
Praise God, for these gifts;
we lift them up to serve you, Lord.

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)

0 God, we trust you to help us become more open...
open-minded in hearing your Word and wisdom,
open-hearted in healing a broken world,
open-handed in heeding your call for love in action.

With grateful hearts, we dedicate a portion of our substance and the whole of

ourselves. Amen.

*Benediction

*Sending Song ...forming a circle (not holding hands)

Irish Blessing
sung twice

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind be at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face
The rain fall soft upon your fields
And until we meet again
Till we meet again
May God hold you in the palm of God’s hand

*Parting Music ...as we greet one another




Today Following Worship:
10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company!
11:00 am | Adult Forum: Embracing Our Questions

PRAYER CORNER

*For Sharon Neuenfeldt's granddaughter, Maria, grieving the loss of
her paternal grandfather as well as the recent loss of her grandfather Bob.

*Gratitude for our Local Outreach Team as they lead us in sharing food with our
neighbors in a time of dire need.

*For all those suffering from the virus going around - a return to wellness.

*For those facing empty shelves, connection to resources. For elected leaders to find
sensible ways of providing food benefits. Gratitude for those seeing and serving
neighbors in the midst of it all.

*For Lyle Wood (our eldest member at 99), recovering at home after a recent
hospitalization due to fluid surrounding his lungs and heart - resilience for both
Lyle and Helen.

*For Walt Richey, currently receiving radiation for prostate cancer. He gratefully
says, '""The prayers and support are what I think about as I am being 'zapped.'

*For Marianne Warnes, healing and resilience as she begins physical therapy for her
fractured shoulder.

*For Mary Maren's friend Karen, whose husband Jim was recently killed as a
pedestrian when a motorcycle collided with him.

*For Bob and Cindy's daughter, Erin, wellness as she returns to work in Colorado.

— Adult Forum: "Embracing Our Questions"
ult Forum

it TODAY| 11 am-noon

Fall focus: embracing our questions

guided discussions on matters of faith

Have you heard the maxim, '"The important thing is to never
stop questioning' (Einstein)?

Bring your faith related questions as we share the DVD
series Living the Questions to stimulate our discussion.




Energy Healing Sessions w/ Mary Ann Litfin

4 Monday 5:45 pm (before Tai Chi)
| Tuesday 10:00 am and 11:00 am
~ Wednesday 8:45 am (before Tai Chi)

To reserve a time, please contact Mary Ann:
Healing Sessions Mary Ann Litfin | malitfin@gmail.com | 612-382-9920

Connecting with the Word . .
ey sty ofbblical and contrprary e Connecting with the Word | Wednesdays, 11:15 am

Nov. 19th theme - Giving to Support our Thriving

Come explore the biblical and contemporary readings for the
coming Sunday. We examine each passage, wonder about its
Weestas,15am - von meaning, and discover connections to our own faith journeys.

Evensong .
Prayer Service Evensong Service
el iy Wednesday, Nov. 19th | 6:30 pm

AR e 1 O el Gentle music, readings, prayers & silence
1 Wednesday,Oct 15th i With piano, flute and singing bowl

6:30-7:10pm . . :
1 Listening for ourselves, our community, and the world

Soup & Shop “Pot Party”
Tuesday, Nov. 18th | 10 am - 3 pm

Join us outdoors on the church patio as we create porch pots
and greenery swags for Soup & Shop! (Bring your own
snippers and gloves; all other supplies provided.)
Questions? Call or text Mary Horak Binger 651-357-8601.

November 22, 2025
10am - 3 pm

Soup & Shop on Saturday, Nov. 22nd | 10-3pm
Bring a friend!




Week at a Glance:
Gentle Tai Chi | Nov. 17, 7 pm | @ Church
Soup & Shop "Pot Party" | Nov. 18,10 am - 3 pm | @ Church

Gentle Tai Chi | Nov 19, 10 am | @ Church
Connecting with the Word | Nov. 19, 11:15 am | @ Church & Zoom
Community Collective Planning Team | Nov. 19, 5:30 pm | @ Church
Evensong Service | Nov. 19, 6:30 pm | @ Church & Livestream
Social Justice Team | Nov. 19, 7:15 pm | @ Church

Garden Gathering | Nov. 20, 9:30 am | @ Church
Pastoral Relations Committee | Nov. 20, 10:30 am | @ Church

Soup & Shop | Nov. 22,10—3pm | @ Church

Choir Rehearsal | Nov. 23, 8:30 am | @ Church
Worship | Nov. 23, 9:30 am | @ Church & Livestream
Children & Youth Activity | Nov. 23, 9:45 am | @ Church
Fellowship | Nov. 23, 10:30 am | @ Church
Adult Forum | Nov. 23,11 am | @ Church & Zoom

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon
(flute), Carol Dusbabek & Gary Piasecki (ushers), Sharri Kinkead (liturgist), St. Croix United
Choir, Arly Fuhr & Sarah Thorson (fellowship), Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan
(tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Claire Spilseth & Wendy Staberg
(children’s activity)

St. Croix United Church
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org [l @SCUCBayport

& %
: /. \ (] Pastor Clare Gromoll
‘.- pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator
, office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667
Cer. apo¥’ Telae | Music & Youth Director
musicandyouth@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (612) 203-0859

CREDITS & PERMISSIONS | Gathering Prayer, Prayer of Confession & Longing, Prayer of Dedication adapted by permission of the
publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Prayer of Jesus

First Nations Version: An Indigenous Translation of the New Testament. Offertory Response written by John Mueller. Scripture Reading from
NRSV. Contemporary Reading from To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of Blessings by John O’'Donohue. First edition, Convergent,
2008. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. Al rights reserved.



http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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Ps. 126:5-6; Rom. 4:18; 1 Cor. 13

Let Us Hope when Hope Seems Hopeless

David Beebe, 1989

Emma Lou Diemer, organist since the age of thirteen, studied
composition at Yale University and Eastman School of Music,
and has published orchestra, chamber, choral, and organ works.
David Beebe wrote this text while teaching a course on creative
writing. A minister of the United Church of Christ, Beebe has
served on the staff of the denomination’s Stewardship Council.

— f !
= ===
1 Let us Thope when hope seems hope - less, when the
2 Faith and hope in love’s com - pas - sion will sur -
3 Like a  child out - grow - ing child - hood, set - ting
)| |
e
=i & ‘_"i - 1 _bi-. =‘ =
N CEE N [
¥ A DY s Nl S R
L A 3 T T T T T IP T -
| I E ' b I [ b 14
f) |Zi ; I : . ' |
7 e ) I 1 — —— —]
g = & = e ¢ 1 J L
D] I et
dreams we dreamed have died. ‘When the morn - ing
vive though knowl - edge cease, though the tongues of
child - hood things a - way, we will learn to
| ' | L , |
| 3 | | | | 1
e * =" g '
D) -F- ¥ T+ - Vr' V r he > %
o 1 gt | : T | |
E). } o ) 1 =i J JI ={ - ms L —
L ¢ —) ’ ] - l. -
P r—ﬂ—cy = P T_r_t
) |I,'zi T T T | EE b —1 ——r — 1 ]
st i[ = =  — P —— |
AV (-1 | | - | - | | -l | . X 1
D] I {F
breaks  in bright - ness, hun - ger  shall be sat - is - fied.
joy fall si - lent, dull the words of proph-e - cies.
live in free - dom, in the life of God’snew day.
| " " " " I
%EI% ] =t =F f I T f | I
s [ # 1 d q [# / I‘
5 & -ﬁ g4 e | © o [ ¢ (& & 7
i [ | | | | | | =
= == ===
| - [ i

Tune: LET US HOPE 8.7.8.7.D.
Emma Lou Diemer, 1994
Alternate une: HYFRYDOL
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