
   

 

 
Gathering Music      
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting     “For the Beauty of the Earth”                    Kocher  

 

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us  

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor 

Welcome!  
 

We encourage wearing name tags. 
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.  
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.  

They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.  

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space  
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*Prayer of Gathering (responsive) 
 

 God of all, there is a place of faith deep inside us— 
A place where you sow seeds of trust, hope and love. 
 

 We come this morning to worship you. 
We bring trust that makes us vulnerable. 
 

 We bring hope that you will guide us—   
And you meet us with your boundless love.  
 

 We come to connect with the faith deep inside us.  
Send your Holy Spirit to fill and strengthen us. Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn (NCH #422)      “Come, O Thankful People, Come”  
                
 
Centering Ourselves           …in stillness and breath  
 
Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)  
 

God of all, you reveal opportunities to do justice and practice kindness. 
Sometimes we step forward; sometimes we turn away.  
Sometimes we take paths that lead not toward you but away from you.  
Be with us on the journey. Draw us closer to you.  
Help us to reach out to others in companionship, generosity, and solidarity.  
Creator, Revealer, Sustainer – may we embody your love through our living.  
Amen. 
 
Solo     “Hold Us Together”          by H.E.R. 
 
Assurance of Grace (responsive) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you!       And also with you!  
 

Passing the Peace (seated) 
 

…smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us  
 
 
Sung Invitation                                ...as young people come forward 

     

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine… 
 

    * = Sitting or standing SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise        NCH = New Century Hymnal  
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Singing “Happy Birthday”       … any birthdays in the coming week?  

 
Wondering Together 
 
Blessing One Another                                     …with arms wide open 
 

Young Ones: God be with you            All: And also with you 
 

Sung Affirmation                       ...as young people depart or return to families 
 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine… 

Reading from the Gospels | NRSV, p. 97                                                           John 6:1-14 
Contemporary Reading | by Ana Lisa de Jong                                                “A Poem: Yeast” 
 

One: Here ends the readings.  All: Thanks be to God!  

 
Morning Message         “Giving to Support Thriving” 
 
Musical Interlude 
 

An opportunity to respond:  
Holy Spirit, help me to freely give of myself (energy, skill, resources) in this way: 

We can place our intentions in the giving basket later in the service 
 
Prayer Hymn (NCH #562)          “Take My Gifts” 
 
Prayers of the People  
 

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world 

Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner 
 

...God, in your love       Hear our prayer  

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):  
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,  

where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music. 

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 4) | Children can go downstairs with Carol 
Youth Group (grades 5-12) | Youth can go with Telae  

 

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship! 
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Prayer of Jesus (unison) 
 

Our Father and Mother who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kindom come. Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
Witnessing Steward                                             Sharri Kinkead 

 

Connect, Grow, Love & Give | Through our Nov. 2-23 fall stewardship campaign, we are invited 
to consider a generous financial pledge to support our congregation’s ministry in 2026 

 
Invitation to Offering 

Offertory                  “Let All Things Now Living”                            Welsh Folk Tune 
 

We bring forward to the giving basket:  
2026 pledge forms, today’s offerings & electronic giving cards 

poinsettia order forms, written intentions  
 
*Song of Thanks (NCH #448)    “Take My Life, God, Let It Be” 
 

Take my life, God, let it be consecrated faithfully. 
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my love and help it grow; let my loving overflow. 
Take me now, and help me be part of Christ’s community. 

 
*Prayer to Consecrate our Gifts and Intentions (unison) 
 

God of all – you inspire our commitments to give away a portion of our  
resources. Bless our gifts of gratitude, investment, and trust. Uplifted by your 
loving presence, we recommit ourselves to serving as your hands and feet 
through the ministry of this congregation. May the gifts we give move us to 
more deeply and fully embody your justice, kindness, and love. Amen. 
 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
 

Blue electronic giving cards  found in pew pockets.  
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*Closing Hymn (NCH #425)       “For the Fruit of All Creation” 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Sending Song                                                           …forming a circle (not holding hands) 

 

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me 
Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as creator, family all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

 

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 
With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow; 

To take each moment, and live each moment in peace eternally! 
Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me. 

 
*Parting Music           …as we greet one another 
 
 
  
 

 

 

Pastor Clare’s Time Away | Nov. 27 - 29 
Pastor Clare will be away part of Thanksgiving weekend 

 

She will be working on Monday, the 24th.  
Feel free to reach out. 

The church office will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 27th. 
 

In the event of a question or pressing need, please contact: 
Megan Adams, Office Coordinator 

(office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, 651-439-5667)  

Today Following Worship: 
 

10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company! 
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Poinsettia orders are due tomorrow! 
Please place your order in the offering, Megan’s office mailbox,  

or emailed to the office. 

PRAYER CORNER 
 
 

*For all families gathering throughout the holiday season and for those who feel 
lonely at this time of year - may all be surrounded with grace, peace, and love. 
 

*With Angelica, prayers for grace and love during holiday time with family in the 
wake of tragic losses, carrying past trauma, and amidst complicated relationships. 
 

*With Bob Schwartz, we give thanks for Astrid's continued health (no need for a 
kidney transplant as a young child) and for young Bea's return to joyful energy 
and continued mental and emotional healing. 
 

*With Nat, we give thanks that friend Liz is finally home and recovering after an  
e-bike accident and complications while hospitalized. 
 

*For Sharon Neuenfeldt's daughter, Kristy, as she struggles to help daughter, Maria, 
copes with depression and grieve the losses of two grandfathers. 
 

*Gratitude for old friends returning. 
 

*For Telae and Bruce, strength as they support Telae's son, Kai, through mental 
health challenges. With Bruce, gratitude for this church and prayers for its future.  
 

*With Jane Hanson, prayers for her ex-husband Allen and his wife, Luann, as he 
faces physical and mental health challenges. 
 

*For Randy Gutzmann and all who grieve the sudden death of his sister, Rachel. 
Gratitude for supportive community through times of grief and loss. 
 

*Gratitude for new members Mark Hodgdon and Debbie Knox, who have already 
been sharing their time, energy, and talents to support the community and  
ministries of the church. 
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Connecting with the Word | Wednesdays, 11:15 am  
 

Nov. 26th theme - Hope: As we enter into the Advent season  
Come explore the biblical and contemporary readings for the 
coming Sunday. We examine each passage, wonder about its 
meaning, and discover connections to our own faith journeys.  

Holiday Hope... through Community Thread 
 

Community Thread is seeking donated, new toys for 
children ages birth - Grade 12. Beyond toys, individually 
chosen items may include age-appropriate books 
(picture and chapter), arts & crafts kits, science kits, 
fleece blankets, Lego sets, and sports equipment. Gift 
cards ranging from $10-$25 are accepted. Mittens, 
gloves, & hats are accepted. No clothing, please.  

 

Our church will be a collection site until December 12th.  
For more info or the gift wish list, see the Midweek e-newsletter. 

Conversations from the Heart 
New Day: Tuesday, Nov. 25 | 10 am & 6 pm 

 
 

The Welcome and Care Team invites you to an opportunity to 
get to know fellow St. Croix United Church friends on a new 
day and time, this month and next (due to holidays): 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 25, 10 am & 6 pm 
Monday, Dec. 22nd | 6 pm @ Sharri Kinkead's home 
Tuesday, Dec. 23rd | 10 am 
 

 

Join us for a time of conversation and chance to foster deeper personal connections 
within our church community.  All are welcome!  
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  | Prayer of Gathering Adapted from Bread of Tomorrow: Prayer for the Church Year, ed. by Janet Morley.  
Copyright © 1992 Christian Aid. Published by Orbis Books, Maryknoll, NY 10545. Prayer of Confession & Longing reprinted or adapted by 
permission of the publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Prayer to 
Consecrate our Gifts and Intentions By author unknown.  Scripture Reading from NRSV. Contemporary Reading “A Poem: Yeast” by Ana 
Lisa De Jong published on LivingTree.com, January 2019. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  

St. Croix United Church 
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org      @SCUCBayport 

 

Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

Telae | Music & Youth Director 
musicandyouth@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (612) 203-0859 

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon 
(flute), Gary Piasecki (usher), Mary Piasecki (liturgist), St. Croix United Choir, Diane &  

Joe Legato (fellowship), Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan (tech team), Jackie Savage 
(sanctuary organizer), Carol Dusbabek & Kathy Iverson (children’s activity)  

 
 
 
 
 

Week at a Glance: 
 

Gentle Tai Chi | Nov. 24, 7 pm | @ Church 
 

Conversations from the Heart | Nov. 25, 10 am | @ Church 
Soup & Shop Team | Nov. 25, 1:30 pm | @ Church 

Conversations from the Heart | Nov. 25, 6 pm | @ Church 
 

Gentle Tai Chi | Nov 26, 10 am | @ Church 
Connecting with the Word | Nov. 26, 11:15 am | @ Church  

 

Happy Thanksgiving—Office Closed | Nov. 27 
 

Worship | Nov. 30, 9:30 am | @ Church & Livestream 
Children & Youth Activity | Nov. 30, 9:45 am | @ Church 

Fellowship | Nov. 30, 10:30 am | @ Church 
Adult Forum | Nov. 30, 11 am | @ Church 

http://livingtree.com
http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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