
   

 

 
Gathering Music      
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting   “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”       Prichard  

 

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us  

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor 

Welcome!  
 

We encourage wearing name tags. 
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.  
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.  

They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.  

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space  
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*Opening Hymn (NCH #571)    “O God of Love, O God of Peace” 
                                                    verse 1 - choir, verses 2-3 - all sing  
 
Advent Candle Liturgy (responsive) 
 

Advent is a season of waiting and watching for God’s presence with us. Today 
we light the first candle of HOPE. (candle is lit)  
As we seek to connect, grow, and love - in and beyond this congregation, we 
anticipate the new life that God is bringing forth among us. 
We welcome this new life that embraces all beings with hope! 
 
Sung Response         “In the Darkness, Light a Light” 

German carol, words by Judith Melander 

 
 
Centering Ourselves           …in stillness and breath  
 
Prayer of Confession and Longing (responsive)  
 

 O God, we wait for you - yearning for you to come and set things right.  
We are concerned and on edge about relationships, our nation, your world. 
 

 We often miss or resist your gentle guidance. 
We seldom pause to consider that you are waiting for us:  
 

 Waiting for some genuine act of openness… 
Waiting for us to repent and turn around… 
 

 Waiting for us to listen and respond to the truth of your compassion. 
Furnish us with humble hearts and willing spirits –  

(cont’d next page) 

    * = Sitting or standing SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise        NCH = New Century Hymnal  
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 To receive you as you come - through all the experiences of our lives. 
We are waiting for your revealed love, O Holy One. Amen. 
 
Musical Interude  … to accompany our quiet prayers  
 
Assurance of Grace (responsive) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you!       And also with you!  
 

Passing the Peace (seated) 
 

…smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us  
 
Duet           “Treat People With Kindness”            by Harry Styles 
 
 
Sung Invitation                                ...as young people come forward 

     

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine… 
 
Singing “Happy Birthday”        

Carroll Fuhr (12/6)  

 
Bidding Farewell to Telae 
 
Blessing One Another                                     …with arms wide open 
 

Young Ones: God be with you            All: And also with you 
 

Sung Affirmation                       ...as young people depart or return to families 
 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine… 

 

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):  
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,  

where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music. 

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 4) | Children can go downstairs with Carol 
Youth Group (grades 5-12) | Youth can go with Telae  

 

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship! 
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Reading from the Gospels | NRSV, p. 56                                                        Luke 1:5-25 
Contemporary Reading | by Jan Richardson                                                         “Choosing” 
 

One: Here ends the readings.  All: Thanks be to God!  

 
Morning Message        “Hope: Unfolding Possibilities” 
 
Prayer Song (SPP #20)           “Waiting for You” 
         sung twice 
 

 
Prayers of the People  
 

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world 

Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner 
 

...God, in your love       Hear our prayer  
 
Prayer of Jesus (unison) 
 

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, 

Holy and blessed is your true name. 

We pray for your reign of peace to come, 

We pray that your good will be done, 

Let heaven and Earth become one. 

Give us this day the bread we need, 

Give it to those who have none. 

Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 
From each one to each one. 

Lead us to holy innocence 

Beyond the evil of our days — 

Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 

For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 

Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Offering 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
 

Blue electronic giving cards  found in pew pockets.  
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Offertory           “For Ages Women Hoped and Prayed”               English Melody 
 
*Sung Response (NCH #128)    “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 

What can I offer, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
but what can I offer: all my heart. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

God of hope, you are eternally and faithfully present with us. As we wait and 
watch for a new arrival of the Christ light, we seek to appreciate all the ways 
you are with us. You listen when we call out to you. You speak to us with holy 
breath. You guide us to opportunities to care for one another. We gratefully 
dedicate our lives to your work of hope, of peace, of joy, of love. Amen.  
 
*Closing Hymn (NCH #121)       “All Earth is Waiting / Toda la Tierra ” 
                       verses 1 & 3 (sung in English)  
 
*Benediction 
 
*Sending Song                                                           …forming a circle (not holding hands) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Parting Music           …as we greet one another 
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Inquirers Gathering 
Sunday, Dec. 14th | 10:45 am  

 

Newer friends are welcome to gather with a church member and Pastor 
Clare to learn about St. Croix United Church—past, present, and future.  

RSVP to Pastor Clare if you plan to attend! 

Holiday Hope... through Community Thread 
 

Community Thread is seeking donated, new toys, books, 
activity kits, and blankets for children birth - 12th grade. 
Gift cards ranging from $10-$25 are accepted. Mittens, 
gloves, & hats are accepted. No clothing, please.  

 

Our church will be a collection site until December 11th.  

PRAYER CORNER 
 
 

*For Sam Gromoll, courage as he heads toward surgeries on Monday to remove  
hardware from his right knee and both femurs. We pray for a smooth procedure and 
swift healing. 
 

*With Joe Legato, we give thanks for his health after a scare at Soup & Shop last 
weekend. We also give thanks that community members stepped in to help. 
 

*For Kim (family to Delores Davis), who lost her dearest friend, Jackie, last  
Saturday. May love surround all who will miss Jackie. 
 

*For Randy Gutzmann and all who grieve the death of his sister, Rachel. For the 
strength and faith to carry on, surrounded by love. 
 

*With Mary Horak Binger, gratitude for her 3 grand-nieces who worked hard at 
Soup & Shop. And for all smart, strong, helpful young people - that they feel seen, 
appreciated, and supported. 
 

*For Telae and her son, Kai - that Kai might find wholeness and healing as 
he moves forward. 

Today Following Worship: 
 

10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company! 
11 am | Adult Forum: Faithful Imagination 
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Connecting with the Word | Wednesdays, 11:15 am  
 

Dec. 3rd theme - Peace: Finding Peace through Trust  
Come explore the biblical and contemporary readings for the 
coming Sunday. We examine each passage, wonder about its 
meaning, and discover connections to our own faith journeys.  

Adult Forum: Faithful Imagination 
Beginning Today | 11 am 

 

Join us during Advent for a time of "faithful imagination." 
 

We will examine how different artists and poets have explored 
light and dark in the Christmas story and learn a meditation 

practice focused on the four candles of the season.  

Bidding Farewell to Telae, our Music & Youth Director 
 

Today is Telae's last day with us. Since joining our staff in  
August 2024, Telae has poured great skill and heart into her 
work with us. While this is a hard loss for us, we wish Telae 
well as she continues full-time work with the YWCA and  
accompanies her son, Kai, on his mental health journey.  
Telae will be missed!  

Fourth Friday FREE Community Meal 
Friday, Dec. 5th | 5:30 - 7:30 pm  

@ St. Croix United Stillwater Site (111 Orleans St) 
 

Menu: Variety of Soups and Chili, Salad, Bread and Dessert! 
 

Volunteers are needed to make soup, bread, salad, or desserts. 
If you can help, please email Cindy Parsons 

(CindyParsons@TheConnectCenter.org).  
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  | Prayer of Gathering Adapted from Bread of Tomorrow: Prayer for the Church Year, ed. by Janet Morley. Copy-
right © 1992 Christian Aid. Published by Orbis Books, Maryknoll, NY 10545. Prayer of Longing reprinted or adapted by permission of the pub-
lishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Prayer of Dedication reprinted 
or adapted by permission of the publisher from Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, ed. Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria I Tirabassi. 
Copyright © 2007 The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Reading from NRSV. Contemporary Reading “Choosing” from Night Visions: Searching the 
Shadows of Advent and Christmas by Jan Richardson. Published by Wanton Gospeller Press, 2010. Prayer of Jesus written by Parker Palmer. 
Sending Song words and music by Natalie Sleeth. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  

St. Croix United Church 
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org      @SCUCBayport 

 

Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

Telae | Music & Youth Director 
musicandyouth@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (612) 203-0859 

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon 
(flute), Sam & Jonah Gromoll (duet), (ushers), Mary Maren Bjork (liturgist),  

St. Croix United Choir, Cheri Schwartz (fellowship), Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie &  
Mark Stephan (tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Carol Dusbabek &  

Kim Klisch (children’s activity) 

 
 
 
 

 

Week at a Glance: 
 

Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 1, 7 pm | @ Church 
 

Soup & Shop Team | Dec. 2, 2:00 pm | @ Church 
 

Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 3, 10 am | @ Church 
Connecting with the Word | Dec. 3, 11:15 am | @ Church  

 

Nominating Committee | Dec. 4, 9:30 am | @ Church 
Garden Gathering | Dec. 4, 9:30 am | @ Church 

Welcome & Care Team | Dec. 4, 11 am | @ Church 
Social Justice Team | Dec. 4th, 5:30 pm | @ Church 

 

Fourth Friday FREE Community Meal | Dec. 5th, 5:30 pm 
@ St. Croix United Church, Stillwater Site (111 Orleans St) 

http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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