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«A FPath Unwinding”

Epiphang

Welcome!

We encourage wearing name tags.
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)

Gathering Music
Ringing of the Bell

Prelude & Candle Lighting “Go Tell it on the Mountain”
African American Spiritual

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space

Words of Welcome & Announcements

Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.
They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.




*Call to Worship (responsive)

As Mary and Joseph opened their hearts to the child in their arms...
As the magi opened their hearts to a journey of unknown proportions...

May we throw open the doors of our hearts — to welcome the struggles
and joys of living in the mysteries of faith.
May our worship guide us, like the brightest star — closer to God, to ourselves,
and to one another. Amen.

*Opening Hymn (NCH #164) ‘“Arise, Your Light Is Come”

Centering Ourselves ...in stillness and breath

Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)

God of perfect light, we confess that we sometimes turn our backs to the light
of your love, hurting ourselves and others. Forgive us and grant us new
opportunities. Help us to be more like the magi, following the light you offer.
INluminate our minds with your truth. Help us to bring our full selves forward.
Guide us on the journey. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Musical Interlude ... to accompany our quiet prayers

Assurance of Grace (responsive)
The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!

Passing the Peace (seated)
...smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us

Sung Invitation ...as young people come forward
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...

Singing “Happy Birthday”

Diane Legato (1/5), Cindy Siegel (1/5), Avery Albright (1/7 - 4 yrs),
Dennis Albright (1/10)

SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise * = Sitting or standing NCH = New Century Hymnal 2



Wondering Together

Blessing One Another ...with arms wide open
Young Ones: God be with you All: And also with you
Sung Affirmation ...as young people depart or return to families

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine...

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 4)| Children can go downstairs with Carol
We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship!

Reading from the Gospels | The Message paraphrase Matthew 2:1-12
Contemporary Reading | by Jan Richardson
“For Those Who Have Far to Travel”

One: Here ends the readings. All: Thanks be to God!
Morning Message “A Path Unwinding”

Prayer Hymn (NCH #584) “I Am the Light of the World”
verses 1-2 & 4

Prayers of the People

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world
Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner

...God, in your love Hear our prayer

Invitation to Offering

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code)
Blue electronic giving cards found in pew pockets.

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,
where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music.
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Offertory “Dona Nobis Pacem” German Tune

*Sung Response (NCH #128) “In the Bleak Midwinter”

What can I offer, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, I would do my part;
but what can I offer: all my heart.

Holy Communion is open to members and friends of all ages
as we seek to follow Jesus in the way of radically inclusive love

The Invitation and Prayer

God be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to the God of all. Loving God, you are Creator of energy and
matter, the heavens and the Earth. We celebrate you - joining our voices with
the wind and streams, animals and flowers, the living and the dead (pause),
the stars, planets, and all members of creation — forever proclaiming your
expansive love. Amen.

Words of Remembrance and Blessing
Communion Song (SPP #112)  “Come to the Table of Grace”

Sharing the Bread and the Cup

Take a piece of (gluten-free) bread and a cup of juice, receiving words of blessing
Place your empty cup in a basket as you return to your seat

Musical Interlude ...as we participate in the sacred meal




*Prayer of Thanksgiving
The bread of life and cup of blessing for everyone! Thanks be to God!

God of all, thank you for sending a star to guide the magi to Christ. We praise
you for signs and witnesses in every generation that lead us to your presence.
Thank you for inviting, blessing and renewing us at your table today. May we
move forward as your partners in ministry, bearing your light and honoring it
in all others. Amen.

*Benediction

*Sending Song (NCH #249) ...forming a circle (not holding hands)

Refrain: Peace I leave with you, my friends,
shalom, my peace, in all you do.
Peace I leave with you, my friends.

I give to you so you can give to others, too.

Verse: To share God’s love is why I came,
To show God’s kindness without end.
Go, now, my friends, and do the same,

Until we come again.

Refrain

*Parting Music ...as we greet one another

Today Following Worship:

10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company!
10:45 am | Inquirers Gathering
11 am | Adult Forum

Inquirers Gathering
TODAY | 10:45 am

‘ .‘ Newer friends are welcome to gather with a church member and

‘ Pastor Clare to learn about St. Croix United Church
—past, present, and future.




PRAYER CORNER

*For Mary Binger, swift healing after Wednesday’s ankle surgery.

*For the community surrounding Nat Graf’s sister Jeri in the wake of the sudden
death of Jeri’s best friend, Holly. For love to surround Holly’s children,
grandchildren, and friends today and in coming time.

*Prayers for the Staberg family as they grieve the loss of Dave's cousin, Lucy
Staberg; and the recent loss of Dave's uncle, Charlie. May all who loved them find
comfort...

*With the Gromoll family, prayers for healing energy to surround Aunt Rebecca as
she fights kidney cancer.

*Gratitude for Sam Gromoll's successful surgery and continued healing.

*With Mary Ann Litfin, gratitude for our congregation and other spaces of
community that nurture open hearts, compassion, and service (joy in action).

*With Kathy Whiterabbit, prayers for Loretta as she struggles with heart issues; and
for Dave (a fellow postal worker to Forrest, Jr), who slipped on black ice and
suffered multiple injuries. May both experience healing and wholeness.

*For all who are experiencing loss and feeling alone. May we find companionship
this holiday season.

*For Cindy Baker's friend, Michelle's, 1-year-old grandson, diagnosed with cancer.

*For Carol Dusbabek and her husband Tom, as they face into Tom’s diagnosis of
aggressively spreading lung cancer. Healing energy and strength as Tom begins
chemotherapy.

Faith & Spirit Book Club
Expanding our perspectives...

How We Learn to Be Brave by Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde

January 15th & 29th | 5:30 pm
In-person and on Zoom.

All are welcome - invite friends!

Books are available at Valley Bookseller for 15% off
—just mention St. Croix United Book Club!




Connecting with the Word | Wednesdays, 11:15 am

Come explore the biblical and contemporary readings for the
coming Sunday. We examine each passage, wonder about its
meaning, and discover connections to our own faith journeys.

Community Collective: Social Justice in the Valley
Thursday, Jan. 8th | 7 pm @ Church

If you are looking for...
‘AM U ~ fy looking f
00 /)}_ ...information about social justice in the St. Croix Valley
- ” ...like-minded people with whom to participate
5 U ; in social justice activities
ool _‘vfo ...the opportunity to work with others to develop
L EC social justice projects

Please join us as we get started on our 2026 activities!
RSVP at https://community-collective-1-8-2026.eventbrite.com

Wednesday Community Suppers

N I Soon, we will begin hosting a weekly
@lﬁ FREE Wednesday Community Supper for all ages!
st 4 ﬁ We hope to build teams of 4-5
(each team “on” one Wednesday per month).

Wednesday
Community
Supper Questions? Want to consider helping in some way?

Contact Sue Favilla (wicompound@gmail.com, 612-381-4996)

GENTLE Gentle Tai Chi
TAI CHI Mondays, 7 pm & Wednesdays, 10 am

For notifications of cancellations or vacations,
- please contact MaryAnn to be added to the email list:
Cowecion,.. Bafarce... Rowewal Mary Ann Litfin | malitfin@gmail.com | 612-382-9920




Week at a Glance:
Gentle Tai Chi | Jan. 5,7 pm | @ Church

Gentle Tai Chi | Jan. 7,10 am | @ Church
Local Outreach Team | Jan. 7,10:30 am | @ Church
Connecting with the Word | Jan. 7, 11 am | @ Church
Finance Team | Jan. 7, 4 pm | @ Church & Zoom
Confirmation | Jan. 7, 6 pm | @ Church
Personnel Committee | Jan. 7, 6:30 pm | @ Church

Stewardship Team | Jan. 8, 10:30 am | @ Church
Community Collective| Jan. 8, 7 pm | @ Church

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon
(flute), Sue Favilla & Jane Hanson (communion preparers), Gary Piasecki & Jane Hanson
(usher), Mary Maren Bjork (liturgist), (communion servers), St. Croix United Choir,
Sue Favilla (fellowship), Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan (tech team),
Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Carol Dusbabek & Kim Klisch (children’s activity)

VN TEO o St. Croix United Church

AF'Q/'\O‘%; www.stcroixunitedchurch.org ] @SCUCBayport

.‘ L. . Pastor Clare Gromoll
o " j w pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409
, = © Megan Adams | Office Coordinator
or . S office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667

CREDITS & PERMISSIONS | Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession and Longing, Prayer of Thanksgiving reprinted or adapted by
permission of the publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press.

Scripture Reading from The Message paraphrase. Contemporary Reading © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com. Prayer of Jesus written by
Parker Palmer. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights
reserved. Words of Remembrance & Blessing Adapted from Living Table UCC, Minneapolis.



http://janrichardson.com
http://www.peoplescongregational.org

EPIPHANY
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Isa. 60:1; 61:1-2; Luke 4:14-21

Your Light Is Come

Ruth Duck, 1973
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1 A - rise, your light is  come! The Spir - it's call o - bey;

2 A - rise, your light is come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;

3 A - rise, your light is  come! All you in sor-row born,

4 A - rise, your light is  come! The moun-tains burst in song!
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Show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day!
Pro - claim the cap-tive’'s lib-er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
Bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing; God’s power will make us strong.
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This hymn was first published by the Ecumenical Women's Tune: FESTAL SONG S.M.

Center of Chicago in the 1974 collection of hymn adaptations,
Because We Are One People. Ruth Duck later included it in
her own collection, Dancing in the Universe.

Words Copyright © 1992 by GG.1LA. Publications, Inc.

William Walter, 1872



JUSTICE AND PEACE

584 I Am the Light of the World

John 8:12 Jim Strathdee, 1969; rev. 1981
% In response to a Christmas poem by Howard Thurman
Refrain
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You peo-ple come and fol-low me!” If you fol-low and love you’ll
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1 Whenthe song of the an-gels is stilled, when the
2 1 To find the lost and lone-ly one, v to
3 v To free the pris-oner from all chains, v to
4 To bring hope to ev-ery task you do, vy to
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This text is based on a Christmas poem by Howard Thurman, Tune: LIGHT OF THE WORLD Irr.
a prolific twentieth-century writer, theologian, and teacher. Jim Strathdee, 1969

The song grew out of Jim Strathdee’s music ministry at an
interciltural, bilingual congregation in Los Angeles.

10



Gm Dm C
f | o | [r— =l .\
T | Pl 1 1 | E— | e ¢ | | ] — ]
= J'I'_"‘ % lill | | |
1=
— — 1 ¥ = e
star in the sky is gone, When the
heal the bro-ken soul with love, v To
make the pow -er - ful care, To re -
dance at a ba - by’s new birth, v To
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sag - es and the shep - herds have found their way home, the
feed the hun - gry chil - dren with warmth and good food, To
build the na - tions with strength of good will, to
make mu - sic in . an old per - son’s heart, and
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work of Christ-mas is be - gun:
feel theearth be-low, the sky a - bove!
see all God’s chil - dren ev - ery - where!
sing to the col - ors of the earth!
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ENCOUNTER

112 Come to the Table of Grace
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1. Come to the ta - ble of grace.
2. Come to the ta - ble of peace.
3. Come to the ta - ble of love.
4, Come to the ta - ble of joy.
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- Come to the ta - ble of grace.____
Come to the ta - ble of peace.
Come to the ta - ble of love.
Come to the ta - ble of joy.
F Gm’? F/A Bbsus?
er——s—=—F—=—» [ F » 2 !
D) I | T |
This is Christ's ta - ble not just yours or mine.
This is Christ's ta - ble not just yours or mine.
This is  Christ's ta - ble not just yours or mine.
This is  Christ's ta - ble not just yours or mine.
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Come to the ta - ble of grace.
Come to the ta - ble of peace.
Come to the ta - ble of love.
Come to the ta - ble of joy.

Words and Music: Barbara Hamm, Copyright ©2008. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
(Words revised by the Praise Song Advisory Team, 2009.)



EASTER SEASON
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Peace I Leave with You, My Friends

John 14:18-29 Ray Repp, 1967
Refrain
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1 To share God’s love is why I came,
2 Take my hand and  be at  peace;
3 With this love now  all will  know
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to show God’s kind - ness with - out end.
the spir - it of our love I send.
thatlone - li - ness is at an  end.
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Songwriter Ray Repp has composed and recorded numerous
albums of liturgical songs since 1965, when he introduced guitar
into worship with his “Mass for Young Americans.”

Tune: PEACE, MY FRIENDS Irr. with refrain
Ray Repp, 1967
Arr. The New Century Hymnal, 1994



EASTER SEASON
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Go now, my friends, and do the  same,

And with this love you  will be free,

Re-joice, my friends, al - though I go,
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un-til I  come a - gain
un-til I  come a - gain.
for I will come a - gain.
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