
   

 

 
Gathering Music      
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting     “Jesu, Joy of Mans Desiring”                  J.S. Bach   

 

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us  

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor 

Welcome!  
 

We encourage wearing name tags. 
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.  
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.  

They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.  

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space  
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*Opening Carol            “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
traditional carol, words by Maren Tirabassi  

 

O Come, O come Emmanuel 
make true the stories prophets tell – 

so all those chained by fear find release, 
and, war forgotten, bring a world of peace. 

 

Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
is come to birth where all God’s children dwell. 

 

O Come, Love’s-season, to our lonely days, 
and guide us in our words and ways 
to be the ones whose Advent begins 

with healing earth and all that live within.  
Refrain 

 
Advent Candle Liturgy (responsive) 
 

Advent is a season of waiting and watching for God’s presence with us. Today 
we light the first candle of HOPE, the second candle of PEACE, and the third 
candle of JOY. As we seek to connect, grow, and love - in and beyond this  
congregation, we anticipate the new life that God is bringing forth among us. 
We welcome this new life that embraces all beings with hope, peace, and joy! 
 
Sung Response         “In the Darkness, Light a Light” 

German carol, words by Judith Melander 
 

In the darkness, light a light, 
Advent candle, warm and bright, 

Fire of joy in dark of night. 
Emmanuel! We wait for you, O Jesus. 

 
 

Centering Ourselves           …in stillness and breath  
 

  
 
 
 
 

    * = Sitting or standing SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise        NCH = New Century Hymnal  
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Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)  
 

God of all, we find ourselves in this season of watchful preparation. We listen 
as hope is voiced through story and song. We feel embraced by your peace in 
gentle moments. We marvel at Mary and Elizabeth experiencing joy in the 
midst of struggle. Be with us as we prepare to receive Christ into our lives once 
again this Christmas. When we forget to have grace with ourselves and others, 
remind us of your forgiveness and acceptance for all people. Amen.  
 
Musical Interlude  … to accompany our quiet prayers  
 
Assurance of Grace (responsive) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you!       And also with you!  
 

Passing the Peace (seated) 
 

…smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us  
 
Choral Anthem                            “Dona Nobis”  

Unknown German Composer, 16th or 17th century CE , Arranged by J.T. 
 

 
Sung Invitation                                ...as young people come forward 

     

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine… 
 
Singing “Happy Birthday”   
 

Michael Favilla (12/17), Milan Horak (12/17), Peter Favilla (12/17),  
Rory Staberg (12/18 - 8 yrs)   

 
Wondering Together 
 
Blessing One Another                                     …with arms wide open 

 

Young Ones: God be with you            All: And also with you 
 

 

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):  
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,  

where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music. 
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Sung Affirmation                      ...as young people depart or return to families 
 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine… 

Reading from the Gospels | The Inclusive Bible                                      Luke 1:39-55 
Contemporary Reading | by Breanna Lowman                   “Let Joy Be Your Resistance” 
 

One: Here ends the readings.  All: Thanks be to God!  

 
Morning Message            “Joy as Faithful Resistance” 
 
Prayer Song              “The Annunciation” and “The Magnificat” 

 from Holden Evening of Prayer by M. Haugen 
 

soloist invites us to join in vs. 2 & 3: 
 

You have cast the mighty down from their thrones, 

and uplifted the humble of heart. 

You have filled the hungry with wondrous things, 

and left the wealthy no part. 

Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One, 

strong is your justice, strong your love, 

as you promised to Sarah and Abraham, 

kindness forevermore. 
 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, 

and my spirit rejoices in you. 

You have looked with love on your servant here, 

and blessed me all my life through. 

 
Prayers of the People  
 

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world 

Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner 
 

...God, in your love       Hear our prayer  

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 5) | Children can go downstairs with Cindy 
Youth (gr. 6-12) are welcome in worship or supporting children’s activity  

 

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship! 
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Prayer of Jesus (unison) 
 

O Great Spirit, our Parent from above, your name is sacred and holy. 

Bring your good road to us, where the beauty of your ways 

in the spirit-world above is reflected in the earth below. 

Provide for us day by day — the elk, the buffalo, and the salmon. 

The corn, the squash, and the wild rice. 

All the things we need for each day. 

Release us from the things we have done wrong, 

in the same way we release others for the things done wrong to us. 

Guide us away from the things that tempt us to stray from your good road. 
Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to Offering 

Offertory                                 “Emmanuel”                                                                McGee 
 
*Sung Response (NCH #128)    “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 

What can I offer, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
but what can I offer: all my heart. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

Eternal God of time and space, we respond to you with joy. Your generous  
provision for our needs prompts us to be generous in return. We pray that we 
will share your joy through these gifts and in our lives. Amen.  

 
*Closing Song (insert)     “Canticle of the Turning” 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Sending Song (on next page…) 
 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
 

Blue electronic giving cards  found in pew pockets.  
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*Sending Song                                                       …forming a circle (not holding hands) 
 

Irish Blessing 
sung twice 

 

May the road rise to meet you 

May the wind be at your back 

May the sun shine warm upon your face 

The rain fall soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again 

Till we meet again 

May God hold you in the palm of God’s hand 

 
*Parting Music           …as we greet one another 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

*From Kathy Whiterabbit: “One our tribe’s most revered Elders, Mrs. Hattie 
(Thundercloud) Walker, who has suffered a stroke and lost her ability to speak, 
needs healing prayers.” 
 

*That we all recognize the Christ light within ourselves and in one another. 
 

*With Pat Mazzitello and Nat Graf, joy for their granddaughter visiting from Texas 
for the first time in 13 years. 
 

*For Bob Dickie and Cindy Parsons’ daughter, Erin, exploring treatment  
options after tearing her ACL and MCL—prayers for the path forward. 
 

*Gratitude for all who prepared, served, and came to the Fourth Friday Community 
Meal last week! 
 

*For all battling sickness this winter, especially Debbie's grandson, Ezra, recovering 
from pneumonia. 
 

*Gratitude that Gary is back waving his flag at the north end of Bayport! 
 

*For the wellbeing of Minnesota's Somali community, threatened and living with 
fear. 

Today Following Worship: 
 

10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company! 
10:45 am | Inquirers Gathering 
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Connecting with the Word | Wednesdays, 11 am  
 

Dec. 17th theme: Love Increases our Courage  
Come explore the biblical and contemporary readings for the  
coming Sunday. We examine each passage, wonder about its 
meaning, and discover connections to our own faith journeys.  

Inquirers Gathering 
TODAY | 10:45 am (upstairs) 

 

Newer friends are welcome to gather with a church member and 
Pastor Clare to learn about St. Croix United Church 

—past, present, and future.  

Advent Evensong Service: Light in the Darkness 
Wednesday, Dec. 17th | 6:30 pm  

 

As the winter solstice and Christmas approach... 
and the darkness deepens… 

We welcome the light of love with readings, song, silence, 
piano, flute, singing bowl & candlelight  

Conversations from the Heart 

Monday, Dec. 22nd | 6:30 pm  
@ Sharri Kinkead's home for desserts and warm beverages! 

Tuesday, Dec. 23rd | 10 am @ Church 
 

Join us for conversation and chance to foster deeper personal  
connections within our church community.  All are welcome! 

Blood Drive 
Friday, Dec. 19th | 9 am - 3 pm 

 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
and enter "Bayport" to schedule an appointment. 

 

14 spots currently open!  
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  | Advent Candle Liturgy author unknown. Prayer of Confession & Longing reprinted or adapted by permission 
of the publisher from Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, ed. Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria I Tirabassi. Copyright © 2007 The 
Pilgrim Press. Prayer of Dedication reprinted from Flames of the Spirit: Resources for Worship by Ruth C. Duck. Copyright © 1985 Pilgrim 
Press. Scripture Reading from The Inclusive Bible. Contemporary Reading “Let Joy Be Your Resistance” by Breanna Lowman, https://
medium.com/scribe/let-joy-be-your-resistance-47424c4ca254. Prayer of Jesus, First Nations Version: An Indigenous Translation of the New 
Testament. Canticle of Turning reprinted from Gather, Copyright©1990, arrangement by John Ferguson, Copyright©2009 by GIA Publications, 
Inc. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  

St. Croix United Church 
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org      @SCUCBayport 

 

Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon 
(flute), Carol Dusbabek (ushers), Cheri Schwartz (liturgist & soloist), St. Croix United Choir, 

Jill Greenhalgh & Rolf Dittmann (fellowship), Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan 
(tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Cindy Baker & Wendy Staberg  

(children’s activity)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Week at a Glance: 
 

Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 15, 7 pm | @ Church 
 

Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 17, 10 am | @ Church 
Connecting with the Word | Dec. 17, 11 am | @ Church 

Community Collective Planning Team | Dec. 17, 5:30 pm | @ Church 
Advent Evensong Service | Dec. 17, 6:30 pm | @ Church & Livestream 

Social Justice Team | Dec. 17, 7:30 pm | @ Church 
 

Garden Gathering | Dec. 18, 9:30 am | @ Church 
 

Blood Drive | Dec. 19, 9 am—3 pm | @ Church 

https://medium.com/scribe/let-joy-be-your-resistance-47424c4ca254
https://medium.com/scribe/let-joy-be-your-resistance-47424c4ca254
http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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