
   

 

 
Gathering Music      
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting       “Mary Had a Baby”            Traditional Spiritual   

 

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us  

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor 

Welcome!  
 

We encourage wearing name tags. 
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.  
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.  

They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.  

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space  
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*Opening Hymn (NCH #107)  “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
                    verses 1-2 
 
Advent Candle Liturgy (responsive) 
 

Advent is a season of waiting and watching for God’s presence with us. Today 
we light the first candle of HOPE, the second candle of PEACE, the third candle 
of JOY, and the fourth candle of LOVE. As we seek to connect, grow, and love - 
in and beyond this congregation, we anticipate the new life that God is bringing 
forth among us. 
We welcome this new life that embraces all beings with hope, peace, joy, and 
love! 
 
Sung Response         “In the Darkness, Light a Light” 

German carol, words by Judith Melander 
 

In the darkness, light a light, 
Advent candle, warm and bright, 

Fire of love in dark of night. 
Emmanuel! We wait for you, O Jesus. 

 
 

Centering Ourselves           …in stillness and breath  
 
Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)  
 

God of all – in this season of holiday preparations, we struggle to make space 
for your coming. As we scurry about, we sometimes forget the mystery of your 
Christ child and the promise that, we too, can be avenues of your grace. Slow 
us down.  
 

Loosen us up. Let us laugh at ourselves more freely and love each other more 
generously. In the midst of the tinsel and the bustle, help us to see the light of 
your presence coming to us – even in deep darkness. In the name of the One 
who came and dwelt among us. Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 

    * = Sitting or standing SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise        NCH = New Century Hymnal  
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Musical Interlude  … to accompany our quiet prayers  
 
Assurance of Grace (responsive) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you!       And also with you!  
 

Passing the Peace (seated) 
 

…smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us  
 
 
Sung Invitation                                ...as young people come forward 

     

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine… 
 
Singing “Happy Birthday”   
 

Any birthdays this week?  

 
Wondering Together 
 
Blessing One Another                                     …with arms wide open 

 

Young Ones: God be with you            All: And also with you 
 

Sung Affirmation                      ...as young people depart or return to families 
 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine… 

 

Reading from the Gospels | NRSV, p. 1                                                             Matthew 1:18-25  
Contemporary Reading | by Jennifer Garrison                    

“It’s Always the Right Time to Change Your Mind” 
 

One: Here ends the readings.  All: Thanks be to God!  

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):  
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,  

where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music. 

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 5) | Children can go downstairs with Carol 
Youth (gr. 6-12) are welcome in worship or supporting children’s activity  

 

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship! 
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Morning Message          “Love Increases Our Courage” 
 
Prayer Hymn (NCH #128)      “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

      verses 1 & 3 
 

Prayers of the People  
 

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world 

Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner 
 

...God, in your love       Hear our prayer  
 

Prayer of Jesus (unison) 
 

Our Father and Mother who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kindom come. Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
Invitation to Offering 

Offertory                   “Christmas is a Time to Love”                                              Rettino 
 
*Sung Response (NCH #128)    “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
          verse 4 
 

What can I offer, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
but what can I offer: all my heart. 

 
 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
 

Blue electronic giving cards  found in pew pockets.  
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*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

God of hope – as we wait and watch for a new arrival of the Christ light, we 
are moved again and again by the power of your love. You listen when we call 
out to you. You speak to us with holy breath; you guide us to spaces where we 
can share in your love. With deep gratitude, we dedicate our lives to your work 
of hope, of peace, of joy, of love. Amen.  
 
*Closing Song (NCH #107)      “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
                 verses 3-4 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Sending Song                                                          …forming a circle (not holding hands) 

 

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me 
Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as creator, family all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

 

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 
With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow; 

To take each moment, and live each moment in peace eternally! 
Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me. 

 
*Parting Music           …as we greet one another 
 

Today Following Worship: 
 

10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company! 
11 am | Adult Forum 

Adult Forum | TODAY | 11 am  
 

Join us during Advent for a time of "faithful imagination,”  
examining how different artists and poets have explored light and 

dark in the Christmas story and learning a meditation  
practice focused on the four candles of the season. 

(We will be on break 12/28 and 1/4, resuming on Jan. 11th.)  
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Pastor Clare's Time Away | December 25 - January 1 
 

In the event of a question or pressing need, please contact: 
Megan Adams, Office Coordinator 

(office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, 651-439-5667) 
 

Urgent Pastoral Concerns: 
Rev. Dan Warnes (cell: 402-200-9680)  

Conversations from the Heart 

Monday, Dec. 22nd | 6:30 pm  
@ Sharri Kinkead's home for desserts and warm beverages! 

(contact Sharri for directions, 715-386-5997) 
Tuesday, Dec. 23rd | 10 am @ Church 

 

Join us for conversation and chance to foster deeper personal  
connections within our church community.  All are welcome! 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

*Prayers for the Staberg family as they grieve the loss of Dave's cousin, Lucy 
Staberg; and the recent loss of Dave's uncle, Charlie. May all who loved them find 
comfort...  
 

*With the Gromoll family, prayers for healing energy to surround Aunt Rebecca as 
she fights kidney cancer.  
 

*Gratitude for Sam Gromoll's successful surgery and continued healing. 
 

*With Mary Ann Litfin, gratitude for our congregation and other spaces of  
community that nurture open hearts, compassion, and service (joy in action). 
 

*With Kathy Whiterabbit, prayers for Loretta as she struggles heart issues; and 
for Dave (a fellow postal worker to Forrest, Jr), who slipped on black ice and  
suffered multiple injuries. May both experience healing and wholeness. 
 

*For John, a new friend among us, and all who are experiencing loss and feeling 
alone. May we find companionship this holiday season. 
 

*For Cindy Baker's friend, Michelle's, 1-year-old grandson, diagnosed with cancer. 
 

*For Carol Dusbabek and her husband Tom, as they face into Tom’s diagnosis of 
aggressively spreading lung cancer. Healing energy and strength as Tom begins 
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Holiday Meals-To-Go  
Tuesday, Dec. 23 | 3 - 5 pm  
@ St. Croix United Church  

& Stillwater Site (111 Orleans St E) 
 

With the generous donations from a United Way  
grant and multiple community sponsors,  

we'd like to offer a small holiday meal to our  
neighbors this year! 

 

 
Therese Thorson (952-451-2599) is heading up the effort - please contact her  

if you are able to help, especially with distribution on Dec. 23rd.  
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  | Advent Candle Liturgy author unknown. Prayer of Confession and Longing, Prayer of Dedication adapted 
by permission of the publisher from Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, ed. Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria I Tirabassi. Copyright © 
2007 The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Reading from NRSV. Sending Song by Jill Jackson-Miller and Sy Miller. Permission to podcast/stream the 
music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  

St. Croix United Church 
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org      @SCUCBayport 

 

Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon 
(flute), Gary Piasecki (usher), Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux (liturgist), St. Croix United Choir 

(cantors), Kathy & Bob Iverson (fellowship), Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan (tech team),  
Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Carol Dusbabek & Kathy Iverson (children’s activity)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Week at a Glance: 
 

Christmas Eve for All Ages | Dec. 24, 5 pm | @ Church & Livestream 
Christmas Eve Vespers | Dec. 24, 10 pm | @ Church & Livestream 

 

Office Closed on Christmas Day | Dec. 25  
 

Worship | Dec. 28, 9:30 am | @ Church & Livestream 
Fellowship | Dec. 28, 10:30 am | @ Church 

 

Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 29, 7 pm | @ Church 
 

Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 31, 10 am | @ Church 
 

Office Closed on New Year’s Day | Jan. 1 

http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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