
   

 

Gathering Music      
 

We gently settle into sacred time and space 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting         “O Holy Night”                                    A.C. Adam  

Arr. Sharon Neuenfeldt 

 

Acknowledging the light of Christ among us  

 
Words of Welcome 
 
Prayer of Invocation (unison) 
Giver of every good gift, we gather here by habit or by accident – from lives 
frantic or serene. We gather here – young, old, in middle age – all of us  
children whose names you know by heart. We gather here, each of us hoping 
for a new word, a gentle touch, a nudge in the right direction – straight into 
the arms of love. Amen. 

Welcome!  
 

Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  
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*Opening Carol                   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
traditional carol, first two verses and refrain by Maren Tirabassi  

 

O Come, O come Emmanuel 

make true the stories prophets tell – 

so all those chained by fear find release, 

and, war forgotten, bring a world of peace. 
Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 

is come to birth where all God’s children dwell. 
 

O Come, Love’s-season, to our lonely days, 

and guide us in our words and ways 

to be the ones whose Advent begins 

with healing Earth and all that live within.  
Refrain 

 

O come, Desire of Nations, bind 

all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease; 

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Refrain 

 
 
A Reading from the Gospels | NRSV                    Luke 2:1-20 
 
Carol (NCH #132)                       “Joy to the World” 
 
 
A Contemporary Reading | by Rachel A. Keefe               “Good News” 
 
Carol (NCH #131)         “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
          verses 1—3 
 
 
A Reading from the Gospels | The Inclusive Bible                           John 1:1-5, 14 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle (during the reading) 
 
Carol (NCH #148)                       “What Child is This?”  

    * = Sitting or standing     NCH—New Century Hymnal 
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A Contemporary Reading | by Jan Richardson             “Where the Light Begins” 
 
Carol (NCH #153)         “Who Would Think That What Was Needed” 
           
 
Message 
 
Solo                     “Ave Maria”          G. Caccini, Arr. Andre van Haren 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world 
 

We won’t automatically add this evening’s prayers into our printed Prayer Corner  
(If you would like your prayer shared, please send a note to Megan in the church office) 

 

…God, in your love                  Hear our prayer 
 

Invitation to Offering 

Offertory                    “Lo, a Rose E’er Blooming”                                  German tune 
 
*Offertory Response          “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 

What can I offer, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
but what can I offer: all my heart. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

God of all, in simple trust we bring our gifts.  
We’ve heard your calling in this hour and felt stirrings of your Spirit’s power. 

With each new day, may we seek to share your love among all your children. 
Amen. 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
 

Blue electronic giving cards  found in pew pockets.  
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*Preparing to Share the Christ Light  
 
*Benediction 
 
*Carol (NCH #134)             “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
’round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Please extinguish your candle as lights come up 
 
*Postlude            
 
 

We depart quietly, placing candles in baskets at exits 

 

We carry the Christ light in all times and spaces 

Peace on Earth and good tidings to all! 
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Pastor Clare's Time Away | December 25 - January 1 

 

In the event of a question or pressing need, please contact: 
Megan Adams, Office Coordinator 

(office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, 651-439-5667) 
 

Urgent Pastoral Concerns: 
Rev. Dan Warnes (cell: 402-200-9680)  

PRAYER CORNER 

*For the community surrounding Nat Graf’s sister Jeri in the wake of the sudden 
death of Jeri’s best friend, Holly. For love to surround Holly’s children,  
grandchildren, and friends today and in coming time.  
 

*For Jose, father to Wendy Staberg’s grandnieces, as he experiences detainment for 
immigration issues. 
 

*With Mary Horak Binger, we give thanks that daughter, Erika, remains in  
remission from mysterious pain that affected her for years. For all who suffer  
undiagnosed pain—healing in body, mind, and spirit. 

*Gratitude for the music of this congregation—for Sharon, Lori, Heather, and our 
choir. 

*For those suffering with illness this season, may healing energy sustain them. 

*With Sharon Neuenfeldt, gratitude that nephew, Mike, is doing well following  
colon cancer treatment. 

*With Angelica Van Iperen, prayers for her elementary students and their families 
(60% recent immigrants) as they live in heightened fear and cruel chaos 

*With Bob Dickie and Cindy Parsons, gratitude for a restored relationship for 
daughter, Erin, and hope for a successful knee surgery.  

*For Forrest Whiterabbit, Jr., healing energy after an emergency procedure to  
remove of a painful cyst from his back, and gratitude for fellow postal workers who 
picked up his route in this busy season.  

*In the wake of shocking, disturbing news regarding the remains of  
Alyce Peterson—we pray for the wellbeing of her family, the wellbeing of the  
Hanson family, and the wellbeing of the community of Bayport. 
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Inquirers Gathering 
Sunday, Jan. 4th | 10:45 am—noon @ Church 

 
Newer friends, Pastor Clare and a cohost from our  
Welcome & Care Team learn about:  
 

One another (extended introductions, a bit about our 
faith journeys, etc.) 
- The history and current life of St. Croix United 
Church 
- Our denominational affiliations 
- How to deepen participation with us 
- What membership means to us 

 
Please RSVP to Pastor Clare(pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org) 

Community Collective 
Thursday, Jan. 8th | 7 pm @ Church 

 

If you are looking for... 
 

...a source of information about social justice 
in the St. Croix Valley 

 

...like-minded people with whom to participate 
in social justice activities 

 

...the opportunity to work with others to develop 
social justice projects 

 

Please join us as we get started  
on our 2026 activities! 

 

New participants are always welcome! 

RSVPs appreciated. Walk-ins are welcome. 
Register at https://community-collective-1-8-2026.eventbrite.com 
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  | Prayer of Invocation, Prayer of Dedication adapted by permission of the publisher from Before the Amen: 
Creative Resources for Worship, ed. Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria I Tirabassi. Copyright © 2007 The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Readings from 
NRSV and the Inclusive Bible. Contemporary readings from Jan Richardson, Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons; Rachael 
A. Keefe, A Circle in the Dark: Daily Meditations for Advent. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LI-
CENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  

St. Croix United Church 
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org      @SCUCBayport 

 

Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon 
(flute), Chris Bordeaux & Jackie Savage (ushers), Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux  

(cantor & soloist), Mary Horak Binger & Kathleen Dennison (liturgists),  
Mark Stephan (tech), Mary Horak Binger, Sue Favilla & Naomi Kirstein (Chancel decor), 

Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer)  

http://www.peoplescongregational.org


 9 

 



 10 

 



 11 

 



 12 

 


