
   

 

Gathering Music      
 

We gently settle into sacred time and space 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting         “O Holy Night”                                    A.C. Adam  

Arr. Sharon Neuenfeldt 

 

Acknowledging the light of Christ among us  

 
Words of Welcome 
 
Prayer of Invocation (unison) 
Giver of every good gift, we gather here by habit or by accident – from lives 
frantic or serene. We gather here – young, old, in middle age – all of us  
children whose names you know by heart. We gather here, each of us hoping 
for a new word, a gentle touch, a nudge in the right direction – straight into 
the arms of love. Amen. 

Welcome!  
 

Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  
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Opening Carol                   “Little Drummer Boy” 
Katherine Kennicott Davis 

 

Come, they told me, pa rum pum pum pum 

A newborn King to see, pa rum pum pum pum 

Our finest gifts we bring, pa rum pum pum pum 

To lay before the King, pa rum pum pum pum 

Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum. 

So to honour Him, pa rum pum pum pum 

When we come. 
 

Little baby, pa rum pum pum pum 

I am a poor boy too, pa rum pum pum pum 

I have no gift to bring, pa rum pum pum pum 

That’s fit to give a King, pa rum pum pum pum 

Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum. 

Shall I play for you, pa rum pum pum pum 

On my drum? 
 

Mary nodded, pa rum pum pum pum 

The ox and lamb kept time, pa rum pum pum pum 

I played my drum for Him, pa rum pum pum pum 

I played my best for Him, pa rum pum pum pum 

Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum. 

Then He smiled at me, pa rum pum pum pum, 

Me and my drum, Me and my drum, Me and my drum 

Me and my drum 

 
The Ancient/Traditional Christmas Story | Common English Bible              Luke 2:1-20 
 
Solo (during the reading)       “Away in the Manger”           Attributed to Martin Luther 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle (during the reading) 

 
Interlude Carol (next page)    “Do You Hear what I Hear?            

Noël Regney and Gloria Shayne 

(a plea for peace during the Cuban Missile Crisis) 

 
Arrival of the Honored Guests (our children and youth) 

    * = Sitting or standing 
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Said the night wind to the little lamb 

Do you see what I see? 

(echo: Do you see what I see?) 

Way up in the sky, little lamb 

Do you see what I see? 

(echo: Do you see what I see?) 

A star, a star, dancing in the night 

With a tail as big as a kite 

With a tail as big as a kite 
 

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy 

Do you hear what I hear? 

(echo: Do you hear what I hear?) 

Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy 

Do you hear what I hear? 

(echo: Do you hear what I hear?) 

A song, a song high above the trees 

With a voice as big as the sea 

With a voice as big as the sea 
 

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king 

Do you know what I know?  
(echo: Do you know what I know?) 

In your palace warm, mighty king 

Do you know what I know?  
(echo: Do you know what I know?) 

A Child, a Child shivers in the cold 

Let us bring him silver and gold 

Let us bring him silver and gold 
 

Said the king to the people everywhere 

Listen to what I say!  
(echo: Listen to what I say!) 

Pray for peace, people, everywhere 

Listen to what I say!  
(echo: Listen to what I say!) 

The Child, the Child sleeping in the night 

He will bring us goodness and light 

He will bring us goodness and light 
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Australian children’s story of Jesus’ Birth | from Mystic Bible 

 

Blessing One Another              …with arms wide open 

 

Children & Youth: God be with you            All: And also with you 

 

Sung Affirmation   ...as young people depart or return to families 

 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine… 

 

Choral Anthem                          “Carol Collection”                       Arr. Steven V. Taylor  
 
Message 
 
Invitation to Offering 

Offertory                    “Lo, a Rose E’er Blooming”                                  German tune 
 
*Offertory Response          “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 

What can I offer, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
but what can I offer: all my heart. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

God of all, in simple trust we bring our gifts.  
We’ve heard your calling in this hour and felt stirrings of your Spirit’s power. 
With each new day, may we seek to share your love among all your children. 
Amen. 
 

 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
 

Blue electronic giving cards  found in pew pockets.  

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):  
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,  

where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music. 
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*Preparing to Share the Christ Light  
 
*Benediction 
 
*Carol                                 “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
’round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Please extinguish your candle as lights come up 
 
*Postlude            
 

We depart quietly, placing candles in baskets at exits 

 
All are invited downstairs for light refreshments 

 

We carry the Christ light in all times and spaces 

Peace on Earth and good tidings to all! 
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Inquirers Gathering | Jan. 4th,  10:45—noon @ Church 
 

Newer friends are welcome to gather with a church member and 
Pastor Clare to learn about St. Croix United Church 

—past, present, and future.  
 

RSVP to Pastor Clare if you plan to attend! 
(pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org) 
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 Pastor Clare's Time Away | December 25 - January 1 
 

In the event of a question or pressing need, please contact: 
Megan Adams, Office Coordinator 

(office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, 651-439-5667) 
 

Urgent Pastoral Concerns: 
Rev. Dan Warnes (cell: 402-200-9680)  

PRAYER CORNER 
 

*For the community surrounding Nat Graf’s sister Jeri in the wake of the sudden 
death of Jeri’s best friend, Holly. For love to surround Holly’s children,  
grandchildren, and friends today and in coming time.  
 

*For Jose, father to Wendy Staberg’s grandnieces, as he experiences detainment for 
immigration issues. 
 

*With Mary Horak Binger, we give thanks that daughter, Erika, remains in  
remission from mysterious pain that affected her for years. For all who suffer  
undiagnosed pain—healing in body, mind, and spirit. 
 

*Gratitude for the music of this congregation—for Sharon, Lori, Heather, and our 
choir. 
 

*For those suffering with illness this season, may healing energy sustain them. 
 

*With Sharon Neuenfeldt, gratitude that nephew, Mike, is doing well following  
colon cancer treatment. 
 

*With Angelica Van Iperen, prayers for her elementary students and their families 
(60% recent immigrants) as they live in heightened fear and cruel chaos 
 

*With Bob Dickie and Cindy Parsons, gratitude for a restored relationship for 
daughter, Erin, and hope for a successful knee surgery.  
 

*For Forrest Whiterabbit, Jr., healing energy after an emergency procedure to  
remove of a painful cyst from his back, and gratitude for fellow postal workers who 
picked up his route in this busy season.  
 

*In the wake of shocking, disturbing news regarding the remains of  
Alyce Peterson—we pray for the wellbeing of her family, the wellbeing of the  
Hanson family, and the wellbeing of the community of Bayport. 
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  |  Prayer of Invocation, Prayer of Dedication adapted by permission of the publisher from Before the Amen: 
Creative Resources for Worship, ed. Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria I Tirabassi. Copyright © 2007 The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Reading from 
Revised Standard Version & Common English Bible. Australian Children’s story of Jesus’ Birth from Mystic Bible, text and illustration by 
Alexandra Sangster. Copyright © Sophia Books 2012. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  

St. Croix United Church 
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org      @SCUCBayport 

 

Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

Thank you to this evening’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist),  
St. Croix United Choir, Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux (choir director), Telae (cantor),  

David Kirstein & Cindy Parsons (ushers), Naomi Kirstein, Jill Greenhalgh & Cheri Schwartz 
(storytelling liturgists), Bob Dickie (tech), Mary Horak Binger, Sue Favilla & Naomi Kirstein 

(Chancel decor), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Kathy Iverson,  
Kim Klisch & Erin Klisch (refreshments)  

http://www.peoplescongregational.org

