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Welcome!

We encourage wearing name tags.
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)

Gathering Music
Ringing of the Bell

Prelude & Candle Lighting  “What Child Is This?” English Melody

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space

Words of Welcome & Announcements

Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.
They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.




*Prayer of Gathering (unison)

0 God of the Christ Child, we greet this morning with joy! You lift our spirits by
coming to share in our human situation. We thank you for Christmas joy—for
gifts shared, friendships renewed, hearts warmed by the love of dear ones, and
greetings between strangers. May we continue to reverberate with your
Christmas joy. Amen.

*Opening Carol (NCH #131)  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
Centering Ourselves ...in stillness and breath

Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)

Incarnate God of Christmastide, we confess that we sometimes neglect our
calling to be channels of your love. Yet your embodied love is what gives this
holy season meaning. As we move into a new year, guide us to test our lives by
Jesus’ teachings and example. Enable us to sense your love reaching out to us
now, giving wisdom and power for our journeys. Through Jesus the Christ
Child, we pray. Amen.

Musical Interlude ... to accompany our quiet prayers

Assurance of Grace (responsive)
The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!

Passing the Peace (seated)
...smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us

Sung Invitation ...as young people come forward
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...

Singing “Happy Birthday”
Gina Buberl (12/29), Eddy Hintze-Graf (12/31, 8 yrs)

SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise * = Sitting or standing NCH = New Century Hymnal 2



Wondering Together

Blessing One Another ...with arms wide open
Young Ones: God be with you All: And also with you
Sung Affirmation ...as young people depart or return to families

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine...

We welcome the sounds and movements of children in worship!

Children’s Busy Bags are available in the entry area for use during worship
Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 5) [ resumes next Sunday

Reading from the Gospels | NRSV, p. 2 Matthew 2:1-12
One: Here ends the reading. All: Thanks be to God!

Morning Message “Follow”

Blessing for the New Year: Star Words

Contemporary Reading  “Blessing of the Longest Night” Jan Richardson
Prayer Hymn (NCH #139) “The First Nowell”

verses 1-2
Prayers of the People

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world
Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner

...God, in your love Hear our prayer

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,
where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music.




Prayer of Jesus (unison)

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,
Holy and blessed is your true name.
We pray for your reign of peace to come,
We pray that your good will be done,
Let heaven and Earth become one.
Give us this day the bread we need,
Give it to those who have none.
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,
From each one to each one.
Lead us to holy innocence
Beyond the evil of our days —
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:
Forever your name is All in One. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) :
Blue electronic giving cards found in pew pockets. i et
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Offertory “Drummer Boy” Onorati/Simeone

*Sung Response (NCH #128) “In the Bleak Midwinter”

What can I offer, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, I would do my part;
but what can I offer: all my heart.

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)

O God, your love surpasses our understanding. Yet we trust your generous
Spirit at work in our lives - revealing the extraordinary amidst the everyday.
Use our gifts to expand your realm of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love for all—in
this Christmas season and far beyond. Amen!



*Closing Carol (NCH #139)  “The First Nowell”

verses 3-5
*Benediction
*Sending Song ...forming a circle (not holding hands)
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ev-ery- where you may go.
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*Parting Music ...as we greet one another

Today Following Worship:
10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company!




PRAYER CORNER

*For the community surrounding Nat Graf’s sister Jeri in the wake of the sudden
death of Jeri’s best friend, Holly. For love to surround Holly’s children,
grandchildren, and friends today and in coming time.

*For Jose, father to Wendy Staberg’s grandnieces, as he experiences detainment for
immigration issues.

*With Mary Horak Binger, we give thanks that daughter, Erika, remains in
remission from mysterious pain that affected her for years. For all who suffer
undiagnosed pain—healing in body, mind, and spirit.

*Gratitude for the music of this congregation—for Sharon, Lori, Heather, and our
choir.

*For those suffering with illness this season, may healing energy sustain them.

*With Sharon Neuenfeldt, gratitude that nephew, Mike, is doing well following
colon cancer treatment.

*With Angelica Van Iperen, prayers for her elementary students and their families
(60% recent immigrants) as they live in heightened fear and cruel chaos

*With Bob Dickie and Cindy Parsons, gratitude for a restored relationship for
daughter, Erin, and hope for a successful knee surgery.

*For Forrest Whiterabbit, Jr., healing energy after an emergency procedure to
remove of a painful cyst from his back, and gratitude for fellow postal workers who
picked up his route in this busy season.

*In the wake of shocking, disturbing news regarding the remains of
Alyce Peterson—we pray for the wellbeing of her family, the wellbeing of the
Hanson family, and the wellbeing of the community of Bayport.

Pastor Clare's Time Away | December 25 - January 1

In the event of a question or pressing need, please contact:
Megan Adams, Office Coordinator
(office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, 651-439-5667)

Urgent Pastoral Concerns:
Rev. Dan Warnes (cell: 402-200-9680)




Inquirers Gathering | Jan. 4th, 10:45—noon @ Church

/. D) Newer friends are welcome to gather with a church member
| |
\(‘/ and Pastor Clare to learn about St. Croix United Church

Inquirers —past, present, and future.

Gathering RSVP to Pastor Clare if you plan to attend!
(pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org)

Community Collective | Thursday, Jan. 8th | 7 pm @ Church

W If you are looking for...

(@) / » | ---asource of information about social justice
@) A | in the St. Croix Valley

] () ...like-minded people with whom to participate
o \((I in social justice activities

0‘ L d\ ...the opportunity to work with others to develop
+ social justice projects

Please join us as we get started on our 2026 activities!

New participants are always welcome!
RSVPs appreciated. Walk-ins are welcome.
Register at https://community-collective-1-8-2026.eventbrite.com

Faith & Spirit Book Club | Jan. 15th & 29th, 5:30 pm
Expanding our perspectives...

Join us as we read How We Learn to Be Brave
by Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde.

All are welcome - invite friends!

Books are available at Valley Bookseller for 15% off -
just mention St. Croix United Book Club!




Week at a Glance:
Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 29, 7 pm | @ Church
Wednesday Community Supper Planning Team | Dec. 30, 1 pm | @ Church
Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 31,10 am | @ Church
Office Closed on New Year’s Day | Jan. 1

Choir Rehearsal | Jan. 4, 8:30 am | @ Church
Worship | Jan. 4, 9:30 am | @ Church & Livestream
Fellowship | Jan. 4, 10:30 am | @ Church
Inquirers Gathering | Jan. 4, 10:45 am | @ Church

Thank you to today’s partners: Rev. Emily Goldthwaite (Guest Preacher), Sharon Neuenfeldt
(Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon (flute), Carol Dusbabek (usher), Sharri Kinkead
(liturgist), Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux (Choir Director), Kathy Iverson (fellowship),

Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan (tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer)

VN TEO o St. Croix United Church
k&r\(‘ﬁ% www.stcroixunitedchurch.org [ @SCUCBayport
’ .‘ .o Pastor Clare Gromoll
o w w pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409
%4/ o O Megan Adams | Office Coordinator
€or . cro¥ office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667

CREDITS & PERMISSIONS | Prayer of Gathering adapted by permission of the publisher from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren
C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Prayer of Longing printed from Flames of the Spirit: Resources for Worship by Ruth C.
Duck. Copyright © 1985 Pilgrim Press. Star Words resource, Benediction used by permission from Rev. Sarah Are Speed | A Sanctified Art
LLC | sanctifiedart.org. Prayer of Dedication reprinted or adapted by permission of the publisher from Before the Amen: Creative Resources for
Worship, ed. Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria | Tirabassi. Copyright © 2007 The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Reading from NRSV. Prayer of Jesus
written by Parker Palmer. Sending Song words and music by Natalie Sleeth. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained

from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.


http://sanctifiedart.org
http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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Luke 2:8-14

It Came upon the Midnight Clear

Edmund H. Sears, 1849; alt.
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be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing

1 It came up-on the mid - nightclear, that

2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come, with peace-ful
3 And you,

4 For lo, the days are hasten-ing on,

glo - rious song of old,
wings un - furled,
low,

by proph-et bards fore - told,

from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of  gold;
and still their heaven-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry  world;
who toil a -long the climb-ing way, with pain-ful steps and slow,
when with the ev - er - cir- cling years comes round the age of gold;
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, great news of joy we bring.”
A - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hover-ing wing,
Look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift-ly on  the wing;
When peace shall o - ver all theearth its an - cient splen-dors fling,

The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.

and ev -er o'er its Ba-belsoundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.

O rest be-side the wea-ry road, and hear the an - gels sing!

and all the world send back the song which now the an - gels sing.
=

=
Edmund Sears, a Unitarian minister who served a number of Tune: CAROL CM.D.

congregations in the Boston area, wrote this Christmas hymn
emphasizing the social implications of the Gospel for his
congregation at Wayland, Massachuseiis.

Richard S. Willis, 1850
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The First Nowell

Luke 2:8-20; Matt. 2:1-12 Traditional English carol; alt.
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1 The first Now - ell, the an - gel did say,
2 They looked a - bove and saw a star
3 And by the light of that same star
4 This star shone bright in the north - west,
5 Then en - tered in those ma - gi three,
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was to  cer - tain poor shep-herds in fields as they lay;
shin-ing in the east, be - yond them far,
three sag - es came from coun - try far;
o’er Beth - le - hem it seemed to rest,
and bend - ing low up - on their  knee,
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In fields where  they lay keep-ing their sheep,

And to the earth it gave great light,

To seek for a king was their in - tent,

And there it did both stop and  stay,

They of - fered  there, in great rev - erence,
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CHRISTMAS
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on a cold win - ter’s night that was S0 deep.
and so it con - tin - ued both day and night.
and to fol - low the star wher - ev - er it went.
right o - ver the place where Je - sus lay.
their gold and myrrh and frank - in - cense.
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Though perhaps of earlier origins, this anonymous English
carol first appeared in print in the nineteenth century. “Nowell”
stems from the Latin novellae (news) and is used as a joyous

greeting to celebrate Jesus’ birth.

Tune: THE FIRST NOWELL Irr. with refrain
Traditional English melody

Harm. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871
Descant, Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937
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