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Welcome!

We encourage wearing name tags.
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)

Gathering Music
Ringing of the Bell

Prelude & Candle Lighting “Blessed Be the God of Israel” Hopson

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space

Words of Welcome & Announcements

Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.
They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.




*Opening Carol “0 Come, O Come Emmanuel”
traditional carol, words by Maren Tirabassi
0 Come, O come Emmanuel
make true the stories prophets tell -
so all those chained by fear find release,
and, war forgotten, bring a world of peace.
Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel
is come to birth where all God’s children dwell.
O Come, Love’s-season, to our lonely days,
and guide us in our words and ways
to be the ones whose Advent begins
with healing earth and all that live within.
Refrain

Advent Candle Liturgy (responsive)
Advent is a season of waiting and watching for God’s presence with us. Today
we light the first candle of HOPE and the second candle of PEACE. (candle is lit)

As we seek to connect, grow, and love - in and beyond this congregation, we
anticipate the new life that God is bringing forth among us.
We welcome this new life that embraces all beings with hope and peace!

Sung Response “In the Darkness, Light a Light”
German carol, words by Judith Melander
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SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise * = Sitting or standing NCH = New Century Hymnal 2



Centering Ourselves ...in stillness and breath

Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)

Compassionate God, greet us with your grace this day. We need the peace you
offer. Help us to be quiet enough to hear your voice, still enough to feel your
touch. Help us to prepare space where we receive as well as give, wait as well as
act, listen as well as speak. Our whole world needs your peace. We come before
you, longing to learn your ways. Come to us now, through Jesus the Christ.
Amen.

Musical Interude ... to accompany our quiet prayers

Assurance of Grace (responsive)
The peace of Christ be with you! = And also with you!

Passing the Peace (seated)
...smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us

Sung Invitation ...as young people come forward
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...

Singing “Happy Birthday”
Any birthdays this week?

Wondering Together

Blessing One Another ...with arms wide open
Young Ones: God be with you All: And also with you

Sung Affirmation ...as young people depart or return to families

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine...

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,
where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music.
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Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 4)| Children can go downstairs with Claire
We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship!

Reading from the Gospels | NRSV, p. 56 Luke 1:26-38
Contemporary Reading | by Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer
“Note to Self Above the Paradox Valley”

One: Here ends the readings. All: Thanks be to God!
Morning Message “Peace: When Trust and Courage Intertwine”
Prayer Song (SPP #201) “Deep Peace”

Prayers of the People

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world
Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner

...God, in your love Hear our prayer

Invitation to Offering

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code)
Blue electronic giving cards found in pew pockets.

Offertory “The Angel of Gabriel from Heaven Came” Basque Carol

*Sung Response (NCH #128) “In the Bleak Midwinter”

What can I offer, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, I would do my part;
but what can I offer: all my heart.

Holy Communion is open to members and friends of all ages
as we seek to follow Jesus in the way of radically inclusive love




The Invitation and Prayer

God be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to the God of all. Loving God, you are Creator of energy and
matter, the heavens and the Earth. We celebrate you - joining our voices with
the wind and streams, animals and flowers, the living and the dead (pause),
the stars, planets, and all members of creation — forever proclaiming your
expansive love. Amen.

Words of Remembrance and Blessing

Communion Song “Let Us Break Bread Together” African American spiritual

Let us break bread together on our knees
Let us break bread together on our knees

Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
My God, have mercy on me.

Let us share the cup together on our knees... Refrain
Let us praise God together on our knees... Refrain

Sharing the Bread and the Cup

Take a piece of (gluten-free) bread and a cup of juice, receiving words of blessing
Place your empty cup in a basket as you return to your seat

Musical Interlude ...as we participate in the sacred meal

*Prayer of Thanksgiving
The bread of life and cup of blessing for everyone! Thanks be to God!

God of all times and spaces, we give thanks that you offer the possibility of
peace in the midst of great difficulty. Long ago, signs led people to Bethlehem
— “place where bread is baked.” We give thanks as bread and cup nourish and
strengthen us today. May we model the way of Christ among all who need
good news. Amen!

*Benediction



*Sending Song (NCH #249) ...forming a circle (not holding hands)

Refrain: Peace I leave with you, my friends,
shalom, my peace, in all you do.
Peace I leave with you, my friends.

I give to you so you can give to others, too.

Verse: To share God’s love is why I came,
To show God’s kindness without end.
Go, now, my friends, and do the same,

Until we come again.

Refrain

*Parting Music ...as we greet one another

Today Following Worship:

10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company!
11 am | Adult Forum: Faithful Imagination

Connecting with the Word

Connecting with the Word | Wednesdays, 11 am

Dec. 10th theme - Joy as Faithful Resistance

Come explore the biblical and contemporary readings for the
coming Sunday. We examine each passage, wonder about its
meaning, and discover connections to our own faith journeys.

MU Community Collective: Social Justice in the Vally
o‘A ~/ A Thursday, Dec. 11th | 7 pm @ Church
@) A

Guest speaker: Jim Kroening, President & CEO; FamilyMeans
Supporting individuals & families through challenges in all life stages
oo & g:ouns-ellingl& jcherapy, claregiving & agir;g, youth development,
inancial solutions, employee assistance
{LECV

We welcome new collaborators - come try us out!




PRAYER CORNER

*For Rolf Dittmann's brother-in-law’s sister Shari, who had a heart attack at work
two weeks before retirement. Her boss performed CPR, likely saving her life!

*For David and Wendy Staberg's niece, Andrea Anderson, who is fighting a
courageous cancer battle.

*With Randy Gutzmann, gratitude for those who positively impact our lives. May
we do so with one another and our greater community.

*For Sam Gromoll, courage as he heals from surgeries this past Monday to remove
hardware from his right knee and both femurs.

*For Mary Ann Litfin's husband Jon, healing energy as he begins treatments
for recurrent cancer.

*For Bob Dickie and Cindy Parson's daughter, Erin, recovering after a fall on ski
slopes in Colorado.

*For those on the margins, especially our homeless neighbors - may they find
resources and compassion. May we see and support their full dignity.

*For students and teachers, as threats of guns in schools hit too close to home. May
those who seek answers in violence find security and wellness apart from weapons.

*With Jill Greenhalgh, thanks for Chris Bordeaux leading Conversations from the
Heart— an opportunity to develop and deepen our relationships within the church.

*Traveling mercies for all during the holiday season.

Inquirers Gathering Sunday, Dec. 14th | 10:45 am
' Newer friends are welcome to gather with a church member and
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Pastor Clare to learn about St. Croix United Church
—past, present, and future.

RSVP to Pastor Clare if you plan to attend!

Holiday Hope... through Community Thread

Celebrating 55 Years Community Thread is seeking donated, new toys, books,
on . activity kits, and blankets for children birth - 12th grade.
8 (Hd'-day Gift cards ranging from $10-$25 are accepted. Mittens,
BIRd ™ ’Hope gloves, & hats are accepted. No clothing, please.

community thread _ o ,
Our church will be a collection site until December 11th.
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The Christmas Fund
1 of 4 quarterly
special offerings

invited by the national . 5=

setting of our UCC

Week at a Glance:
The Christmas Fund cares for active and
retired clergy and lay employees of the
UCC, providing emergency grants,
supplementation of small annuities and
health premiums, and Christmas “Thank
You” gift checks each December to our
lower-income retirees. Your care and

Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 8, 7 pm

Gentle Tai Chi | Dec. 10, 10 am
Connecting w/ the Word | Dec. 10, 11 am
Finance Committee | Dec. 10, 4 pm
Confirmation | Dec. 10, 6 pm
Leadership Council | Dec. 10, 6:30 pm

compassion will be especially appreciated Stewardship Team | Dec. 11, 10:30 am
by those servants of the church who are Local Outreach Team | Dec. 11, 11:15 am

facing a time of need. Thank you! Community Collective| Dec. 11, 7 pm
Please mark checks "Christmas Fund." Inquirers Gathering | Dec. 14, 10:45 am

More info is linked in our Midweek News.

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist), Lori Mildon
(flute & fellowship), Sue Favilla & Jane Hanson (communion preparers), Cheri &

Bob Schwartz (usher), Kathleen Dennison (liturgist), Carol Dusbabek, Mary Horak Binger,
& Mary Maren Bjork (communion servers), St. Croix United Choir, Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie
& Mark Stephan (tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Claire Spilseth
& Roger Klisch (children’s activity)

St. Croix United Church

(fo*“"”e"%% www.stcroixunitedchurch.org [ @SCUCBayport
f /..} %_ Pastor Clare Gromoll
2 @ Y o pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409
A Megan Adams | Office Coordinator
7 gro¥ office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667

CREDITS & PERMISSIONS | Advent Candle Liturgy author unknown. Prayer of Confession and Longing adapted by permission of the
publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Reading from
NRSV. Contemporary Reading © Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer https://ahundredfallingveils.com. Words of Remembrance & Blessing
adapted from Living Table UCC, Minneapolis. Communion Song from The New Century Hymnal, #330. Prayer of Thanksgiving author
unknown. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.



https://ahundredfallingveils.com
http://www.peoplescongregational.org

Deep Peace

GO FORTH
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1. Peace, peace, deep  peace, mypeace I give to  you.
2. Love, love, strong love, my love I give to  you.
3. Joy, joy, great joy, my joy I give to you.
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Peace, peace, deep peace, mypeace I give to  you.
Love, love,  strong love, my love I give to you
Joy, joy, great joy, my joy I give to  you.
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world gives, I give to you. Peace, peace, deep
world gives, 1 give to you. Love, love, strong
world gives, I give to you. Joy, joy, great
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peace, my peace I give to you.
love, my love I give to you.
joy, my joy I give to you.

Words and Music: Marian M. Thomas, Copyright ©2000. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



