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Welcome!

We encourage wearing name tags.
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)

Gathering Music
Ringing of the Bell

Prelude & Candle Lighting ‘“Wade in the Water” African American Spiritual

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space

Words of Welcome & Announcements

Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.
They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.




*Call to Worship (responsive)

Water! Life making. Body filling. World changing!
Spirit! Life making. Soul filling. World changing!
Child of God! Life making. Spirit filling. World changing!
Created by Love. Created to love. Water. Spirit. Children of God.
Together in this place. Remembering who we are.
Worshiping God. Shining Light!
*Opening Song (SPP #16) “Come to the Water”

verses 1-4
Centering Ourselves ...in stillness and breath

Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)

Loving God, we confess that we often hurt others and ourselves. We turn our
backs to avoid confronting uncomfortable realities. We inflict hurt in reaction
to our own hurt.

Yet even as we confess our failures, we feel your presence

filling our lives and this community. Baptize us in the waters of your love.
Wash over us with your Spirit. Make us strong and tender — that we may live
more fully as you would have us live. In the name of Jesus, your Christ, we
pray. Amen.

Musical Interlude ... to accompany our quiet prayers

Assurance of Grace (responsive)
The peace of Christ be with you! = And also with you!

Passing the Peace (seated)
...smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us

Special Music “Child of Wonder” by Marty Haugen

SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise * = Sitting or standing NCH = New Century Hymnal 2



Sung Invitation ...as young people come forward
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...

Singing “Happy Birthday”
Are there any birthdays this week?

Wondering Together

Blessing One Another ...with arms wide open
Young Ones: God be with you All: And also with you

Sung Affirmation ...as young people depart or return to families

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine...

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 4) | Children can go downstairs with Claire
We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship!

Reading from the New Testament | The Inclusive Bible
Acts 10:1-17, 27-29a, 34-35

One: Here ends the readings. All: Thanks be to God!
Morning Message
Prayer Hymn (NCH #153) ‘“Who Would Think That What Was Needed”

Prayers of the People

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world
Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner

...God, in your love Hear our prayer

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,
where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music.




Prayer of Jesus

O Great Spirit, our Parent from above, your name is sacred and holy.
Bring your good road to us, where the beauty of your ways
in the spirit-world above is reflected in the earth below.
Provide for us day by day — the elk, the buffalo, and the salmon.
The corn, the squash, and the wild rice.
All the things we need for each day.
Release us from the things we have done wrong,
in the same way we release others for the things done wrong to us.
Guide us away from the things that tempt us to stray from your good road.
Amen.

Invitation to Offering

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code)
Blue electronic giving cards found in pew pockets.

Offertory “0 Lau Tatalo” L.A. Pouesi

*Song of Thanks
Praise, God, for these gifts;
we lift them up for heaven’s blessing.
Praise God, for these gifts;
we lift them up to serve you, Lord.

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)

God of all, we dedicate ourselves to sharing in the work of your love through
this congregation. We bring our energy, skills, and possessions. May they
amplify your tender voice of love; overpowering voices of fear and violence.
Use us and all that we have to your glory. Amen.

*Closing Hymn (NCH #394) “In Christ There Is No East or West”

*Benediction




*Sending Song ...forming a circle (not holding hands)

Irish Blessing
sung twice

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind be at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face
The rain fall soft upon your fields
And until we meet again
Till we meet again
May God hold you in the palm of God’s hand

*Parting Music ...as we greet one another

Today Following Worship:
10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company!
11 am | Adult Forum: Equipping a Courageous Church with Rev. Wendy Vander Hart

""Equipping a Courageous Church"
Adult Forum with Rev. Wendy Vander Hart
TODAY | 11 am

How would you define markers of a courageous church?

Join Rev. Wendy Vander Hart, Generosity Officer of the MN Conference of the
United Church of Christ in conversation around our shared mission —
“to equip a courageous church.”

We will wonder together about the ministry context for St. Croix United Church
and how it informs a courageous stance in these days. We will also hear how the
MN Conference is equipping churches for times such as these.




Thank you to Guest Preacher, Rev. Wendy Vander Hart

Wendy Vander Hart is an ordained UCC Pastor with over 35 years
of experience in ministry. Wendy most recently has served as an
Interim Lead Pastor in three congregations in MN and MA. From
1989 to 2007, she served two congregations in the Massachusetts
Conference, and then as an Associate Conference Minister until
2020.

Wendy is passionate about helping communities discern and live
into their God-given mission and purpose; and is committed to living the love and
justice of Jesus. Wendy also enjoys spending time with her spouse Joanne, the love
of family and friends, golfing, traveling, walking everywhere, playing Scrabble, and
her newly found interest in birding.

Upcoming Special Congregational Gatherings:

Budget Forum Sunday, Jan. 18th | 11 am @ Church & Zoomed
Join us for a discussion about our proposed 2026 budget. Questions welcome!

Annual Meeting Sunday, Feb. 1st | 11 am @ Church & Zoomed
(All Annual Reports from Teams/Committees due Jan. 19th.)

Connecting with the Word | Wednesdays, 11:15 am

Jan. 14th theme: Crying out in the wilderness

Come explore the biblical and contemporary readings for the
coming Sunday. We examine each passage, wonder about its
meaning, and discover connections to our own faith journeys.

Faith & Spirit Book Club expanding our perspectives...
Y January 15th & 29th | 5:30 pm
el How We Learn to Be Brave by Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde

Ir} rave

In-person and on Zoom. All are welcome - invite friends!
Please let Pastor Clare know if you plan to participate.
e Books are available at Valley Bookseller for 15% off




PRAYER CORNER

*With Wendy Staberg, remembering Jessie Crane, a past member of St. Peter's UCC
who recently died. Prayers to his wife, Joan, and their family and friends.

*For Kathy Whiterabbit's brother, Jacob Lonetree (A Vietnam veteran who struggles
with effects of Agent Orange), healing energy after several falls and pneumonia.

*Gratitude for our many talented musicians!

*For those who struggle to find joy, happiness and belonging - especially at this
time of year. As we journey toward mental wellbeing, may we see and extend care to
one another.

*For Carol Dusbabek and her husband, Tom, as he moves through cancer
treatments. May they both be sustained in body and spirit.

*For the people of Venezuela, including people of Venezuelan descent in this land.

*With the Heurung's and others who grieve the death of Doug Caldwell, a longtime
friend.

*For the family of Robert Frazier (ex-brother-in-law and friend to Wendy Staberg).
He passed away after being diagnosed with pneumonia.

*For the safety of immigrant families among us; and for those with hand on the
levers of power to grow in wisdom and humanity.

Wednesday Community Suppers

Jan. 21st, 5—6:30 pm we will host our first monthly
FREE Wednesday Community Supper for all ages!
Planning meetings are underway: Fridays at 10 am.

Community

Sibpet Questions? Want to consider helping in some way?

Contact Sue Favilla (wicompound@gmail.com, 612-381-4996)

Evensong Sexvice Evensong Service

Wednesday, Jan. 21st | 6:30 pm @ Church & livestream

Gentle music, readings, prayers & silence
With piano, flute and singing bowl

(RS- 6:30-7:10 pm -] . . .
. oconel _— Listening for ourselves, our community, and the world
S X dg . 1%‘_ &




Week at a Glance:
Gentle Tai Chi | Jan. 12, 7 pm | @ Church

Gentle Tai Chi | Jan. 14, 10 am | @ Church
Connecting with the Word | Jan. 14, 11 am | @ Church
Finance Team | Jan. 14, 4 pm | @ Church & Zoom
Confirmation | Jan. 14, 6 pm | @ Church
Leadership Council | Jan. 14, 6:30 pm | @ Church

Stewardship Team | Jan. 15, 10:30 am | @ Church
Faith & Spirit Book Club| Jan. 15, 5:30 pm | @ Church
St. Croix Valley Indivisible Training | Jan. 15, 6:30 pm | @ Church
(for more details on Indivisible, please see the Midweek News email...)

Wednesday Community Supper Planning | Jan. 16,10 am | @ Church

Thank you to today’s partners: Rev. Wendy Vanderhart (Guest Preacher), Sharon Neuenfeldt
(Worship Accompanist), Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux (soloist, choir director), Lori Mildon
(flute), Cheri & Bob Schwartz (ushers), Mary Piasecki (liturgist), St. Croix United Choir
(cantors), Lori Mildon (fellowship), Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan (tech team),
Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), Claire Spilseth & Roger Klisch (children’s activity)
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S
°r.er

CREDITS & PERMISSIONS | Call to Worship adapted from Gifts in Open Hands, The Pilgrim Press © 2011 Maren C. Tirabassi and Kathy
Wonson Eddy. Prayer of Confession & Longing adapted by permission of the publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren
C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Reading from The Inclusive Bible. Prayer of Jesus, First Nations Version: An
Indigenous Translation of the New Testament. Offertory Response written by John Mueller. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this
service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.


http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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1. All who arethirst-y__ for jus- tice, all who are thirst-y__ for
2. All who arethirst-y__ for mer- cy, all who are thirst-y__ for
3. All who arethirst-y__ for heal-ing, all who are thirst-y__ for
4. All who arethirst-y__ for beau- ty, all who are thirst-y__ for
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peace All who arethirst-y__  for peace, for jus - tice,
love. All who arethirst-y___ for love, for mer - cy,
touch. All  who arethirst-y__ for touch, for heal - ing,
truth. All  who arethirst-y__ for truth, for beau - ty
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come, come to__ the wa-ter_ of life.
come, come to__ the wa-ter_ of life.
come, come to__ the wa-ter_ of life.
come, come to the wa-ter_ of life.

= Alf whoare thirst-y__ for free-dom,
6. All whoare thirst-y__ forlaugh- ter,

all‘ whoare thirst-y__ for hope.
all whoare thirst-y__ for joy.
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All  who arethirst-y__ for hope, for free- dom, come,
All  who arethirst-y__ for joy, for laugh - ter, come,
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come to__ the wa - ter— of life.
come to__ the wa -ter_ of life.

Words and Music: Ray Makeever, Copyright ©1999. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



CHRISTMAS
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Isa. 11:1-6; Mat. 2:1-11; Luke 2:8-14

Who Would Think That What Was Needed

John Bell and Graham Maule, 1990; alt.
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1 Who would think that what was need-ed
2 Shep-herds watch and sag - es won-der,
of skill and sci-ence
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mightnot be a plan or ar - my proud in pur-pose. proved in worth?
such a place as none would reck - on hosts a ho - ly, help less thing;
yet ex - per-ience ques-tions wheth-er with such prog-ress im - prove.
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Who would think, de - spite de - ri - sion, that a child should lead the way?
Sta - bled beasts and pass-ing strang-ers watcha ba - by laid in  hay:
In our search for sense and mean-ing, lest our hopes and hu-mor fray,
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God sur - pris - es earth with heav-en, com-ing here on Christ-mas Day.
God sur - pris - es earth with heav-en, com-ing here on Christ-mas Day.
God sur - pris - es earth with heav-en, com-ing here on Christ-mas Day.
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This song was written by The lona Community in Scotland,
which frequently develops hymn texts through a collaborative
process, often employing traditional tunes from the British Isles

such as “Scarlet Ribbons.”

Tune: SCARLET RIBBONS 8.7.8.7.D.
English traditional melody
Arr. John Bell and others, 1990

Words and Arrangement Copyright © 1990, Wild Goose Publications/lona Community. Used by permission of G.1.A.

Publications, Inc.
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CHRISTIAN UNITY
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1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:14-22

In Christ There Is No East or West

John Oxenham, 1908; alt.
St. 3, Laurence Hull Stookey, 1987
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1 In Christthere is no  East or West, in Christ no South or  North;
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev - ery-where their high com-mu - nion find;
3 In Christ is nei-ther Jew nor Greek, and nei - ther slave nor free;
4 In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North;
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out the whole wide earth.
bind - ing hu - man - kind.
all are kin o me.
out the whole wide earth.
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Singer and composer Harry T. Burleigh studied at the National
Conservatory of Music from 1892 to 1896. He is recognized as the
first African-American composer to employ spirituals in concert
arrangements. This tune is named after the rector of St. George's
Episcopal Church in New York City, where Burleigh served as

baritone soloist for more than fifty years.

Tune: McKEE CM.
African-American melody
Arr. Harry T. Burleigh, 1939
Alternate setting: ST. PETER
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