
Gathering Music                            ...as we settle into sacred time and space 
 
Ringing the Bell 
 
Prelude and Candle Lighting    “What Wondrous Love Is This”                

…acknowledging the light of Christ among us 
 
Words of Welcome                                                      
 
Call to Awareness (responsive) 
 

 Jesus said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it shall not have life.” 

In Lent, we come to know that the only way to life, healing, and wholeness comes  
paradoxically through letting go.  
 

 We cannot encounter light unless we are willing to enter darkness.  
Fullness of life often means the death of lesser things. 
 

 Come, let us enter this sacred season of Lent, willingly or reluctantly.  
Let us embrace the life Jesus offers – trusting in God’s everlasting power to give life, to heal, 
and to make whole. 

 
Opening Song                                   “Gathered Here”                               M. Johnson 

 

Cantor sings once | then all sing twice more 



First Reading             Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  
The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language 

 
Brief Pastoral Reflection 
 
Extended Meditation 
 

Singing bowl welcomes us into silence… and back out again 
 

Sung Response                 “Take, O Take Me As I Am”                     Iona Community, Scotland  
 

Cantor sings once | then all sing twice more 

 
Second Reading                                                   “Mortal Hope”                   

Black Liturgies: Prayers, Poems, and Meditations for Staying Human, by Cole Arthur Riley  

 
Brief Pastoral Reflection 
 
Extended Meditation 

Singing bowl welcomes us into silence… and back out again 
 
Sung Response (next page)                 “Return Again”            Shlomo Carlebrach   

Cantor sings once | then all sing twice more 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Third Reading       “Blessing for Ash Wednesday”                                     

paintedprayerbook.com, by Jan Richardson 
  
Brief Pastoral Reflection 
 
Extended Meditation 

Singing bowl welcomes us into silence… and back out again 
 
Sung Response                 “Come and Fill”                                                                 Taizé  

 

Cantor sings once | then all sing twice more 



Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory                  “In Christ Alone”       
 

 
Holy Communion is open to members and friends of all ages  

 as we seek to follow Jesus in the way of radically inclusive love 
 

Words of Invitation  
 
Communion Prayer (unison) 

God of the winding path, you are within and around us always. Touch us in some new way 
through this meal tonight. Reassure us – through the kindness in a neighbor’s eye, the 
strength of bread, and the savor of the cup – that you move with us along the journey. 
Amen. 

 
Words of Remembrance and Blessing 

 
Sharing the Bread of Life and Cup of Blessing 
 

Take a piece of (gluten-free) bread and a cup of juice, receiving words of blessing 

Place your empty cup in a basket on a front pew, returning by a side aisle  
 

Communion Hymn                                                                                     ...sung as we share  in Communion 
 

“Eat This Bread”     
sung repeatedly 

 

Eat this bread, drink this cup,  
Come to me and never be hungry.  

Eat this bread, drink this cup, 

Trust in me and you will not thirst. 
 

*Closing Prayer (unison) 
 

Holy Spirit, we remember that it was you who called Jesus. And it is you who calls and sustains 
us along the journey. The bread and cup nourish us for the winding and rough road ahead. 
The mark of ashes reminds us of your presence with us – in every moment and space along 
our human journey. Amen.  
 
*Benediction 
 
*Closing Song (next page)     “May the Blessing of God”               Miriam Therese Winter 

Cantor sings once | then all sing twice more 

 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
Blue electronic giving cards represent gifts made electronically. 



*Receiving the Imposition of Ashes 
 

As you depart, Pastor Clare offers the mark of ashes on your forehead  
(or on your hand if you hold it out) 

 
We depart in peace to love and serve. Thank you for your presence this evening.  

 
Postlude                 “Savior Again, To Your Dear Name” 
 

…as we depart quietly  



 





Gratitudes: Debi Orff, Worship Accompanist (piano), Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux,  
Choir Director (vocals), Carol Dusbabek & Gary Piasecki (ushers), Mary Piasecki (liturgist),  

Bob Dickie (tech).  

credits | Call to Awareness adapted from Flames of the Spirit: Resources for Worship by Ruth C. Duck. Copyright © 1985 Pilgrim Press. Second Sung Response from  
Chanting. Copyright 1999 by Robert Gass and Kathleen Brehony. Third Sung Response Copyright 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc. Closing Song 
from the Chalice Hymnal, Copyright 1976, Hinshaw Music, Inc.  Communion Prayer, Closing Prayer adapted from Rev. Norma Rae Hunt. Communion Hymn… reprinted from 
the Chalice Hymnal.  Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  

St. Croix United Church 
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Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

We welcome you to return for Evensong Prayer Service  
on April 15 and May 20...  

http://www.peoplescongregational.org

