
   

 

 
Gathering Music      
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting             “Hosanna”                                                                      Tuttle  
 

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us  

 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
Singing Bowl & Opening Words from a Neighbor 
 

Welcome!  
 

We encourage wearing name tags. 
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  

Tibetan singing bowls took form in the 6th and 5th centuries BCE.  
In some Buddhist traditions, they accompany meditation and chanting.  

They now contribute to spiritual practices and well-being in many spaces.  

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space  
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*Call to Worship (responsive) 
 

 Cry out, people of faith! Rejoice and praise God! 
If we would not sing praise, the very stones would cry out! 
 

 Cry out, people of faith, for Jesus draws near to Jerusalem. 
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in God’s name! 
 

 Blessed is Jesus, who did not turn to avoid the cross. Let us praise the God 
 who loves us, shares in our suffering, and grants us courage for the path 
 of faith. 
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in God’s name! 
 
*Opening Hymn (NCH #213)     “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

Waving palm fronds as we sing! 
 
 

Centering Ourselves           …in stillness and breath  
 
Prayer of Confession and Longing (responsive)  
 

Loving God, so many choices face us every day. Some options encourage the 
well-being of the Earth, ourselves and our neighbors. Other options are  
destructive. Help us to distinguish between them. 
  

O Spirit, transport us to Jerusalem today – to be alongside Jesus. Help us to hear 
his teaching, feel his healing, and follow his example. Let us meet Jesus in our 
hearts so that we carry Christ light in the world. May we learn from his choices 
– to embody compassion, justice, and inclusion in all we say and do. Amen.  
 
Musical Interlude  … to accompany our quiet prayers  
 
Assurance of Grace (responsive) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you!       And also with you!  
 

Passing the Peace (seated) 
 

…smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us  
 
 
 
 

    * = Sitting or standing SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise        NCH = New Century Hymnal  
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Sung Invitation                                ...as young people come forward 
     

This little light of mine... 
 
Singing “Happy Birthday” 
 

Dan Warnes (4/1), Melissa Stephan (4/2)  

 
Wondering Together 
 
Blessing One Another                                     …with arms wide open 
 

Young Ones: God be with you            All: And also with you 
 
Sung Affirmation                       ...as young people depart or return to families 
 

Ev'rywhere I go… 
 

Reading from the Gospels | NRSV, p. 23                                                Matthew 21:1-17 

Contemporary Reading | Molly Baskette, UCC Lent Devotional: Outgrow  
               “No Kings Day” 

 

One: Here ends the readings.  All: Thanks be to God!  

 
Morning Message                        “Public Faith”                   
 
Prayer Hymn (NCH #391)        “In the Midst of New Dimensions” 
                   verses 1, 3, 5 
 
Prayers of the People  
 

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world 

Please tell Pastor Clare if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner 
 

...God, in your love       Hear our prayer  

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):  
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,  

where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music. 

Children’s Activity (age 3 - grade 4) | Children can go downstairs with Carol 
 

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship! 
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Prayer of Jesus  
 

Our Father and Mother who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kindom come. Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
Invitation to Offering 

Offertory                “Sanna, Sannanina (Hosanna)”                     South African Tune                            

 
*Song of Thanks  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below – Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

God of true power and glory, we thank you that Jesus rode into Jerusalem to 
challenge those in power – not with a sword, but with love and courage. We 
dedicate these gifts and our lives to ministries of love and compassion. May 
we follow in the courageous way of Jesus. Amen.  
 
*Closing Hymn (NCH #216)       “All Glory, Laud, and Honor!” 

verses 1 & 3 
Waving palm fronds as we sing! 

 
*Benediction 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
 

Blue electronic giving cards  found in pew pockets.  



 5 

 
*Sending Song                                                           …forming a circle (not holding hands) 
 

Irish Blessing 
sung twice 

 

May the road rise to meet you 

May the wind be at your back 

May the sun shine warm upon your face 

The rain fall soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again 

Till we meet again 

May God hold you in the palm of God’s hand 
 
 

*Parting Music          …as we greet one another 
 

Today Following Worship: 
 

10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company! 
 

11 am | Inquirers Gathering 

Wednesday Community Suppers 
 

Invite friends! Pick up flyers and spread the word!  
Want to help or support these meals? 

 

Contact Sue Favilla (wicompound@gmail.com, 612-381-4996) 

Inquirers Gathering 
March 29th | 10:45 am  

 

Newer friends are welcome to gather with a church member and 
Pastor Clare to learn about St. Croix United Church 

—past, present, and future.  

PRAYER CORNER—will return April 12th 
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For more information, visit: www.PalmSunday2026.com 
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One Great Hour of Sharing | March 1—31 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing carries God’s message of love and hope to  
people in crisis; by supporting domestic and international  

ministries for disaster preparedness and response. 
 

Please use specially marked envelopes and/or memo: “OGHS” 

Adult Forum | Sundays, 11 am 

 

March 29 and April 5: No Adult Forum 
April 12: Learning a theology of love, hope, and liberation from  

Palestinian Christians 

Faith & Spirit Book Club 
April 2nd and 16th | 5:30 pm 
Expanding our perspectives… 

 

He/She/They: How We Talk About Gender and Why It Matters  
by Schuyler Bailar 

 

In-person and on Zoom.  
Please let Pastor Clare know if you plan to attend. 

 
 

Books are available at Valley Bookseller for 15% off 
—just mention St. Croix United Book Club! 

Gertens Spring Flower and Plant Sale is OPEN 
LAST CALL—orders due March 30th. 

Our church receives 30% of all plant sales!  
Orders are completed online. Details are in the  

Midweek e-newsletter.  
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  | Call to Worship, Prayer of Dedication adapted by permission of the publisher or adapted from Touch Holiness, 
ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 The Pilgrim Press. Prayer of Confession & Longing adapted by permission of the 
publishers from reprinted or adapted by permission of the publisher from Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, ed.  
Maren C. Tirabassi & Maria I Tirabassi. Copyright © 2007 The Pilgrim Press. Scripture Readings from The NRSV. Permission to podcast/
stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved. 

St. Croix United Church 
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org      @SCUCBayport 

 

Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

Thank you to today’s partners: Sharon Neuenfeldt (Worship Accompanist),  
Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux (choir director), Lori Mildon (flute), (usher), Sam Gromoll 
(youth usher), Sharri Kinkead (greeter), Jonah Gromoll (acolyte), Kathleen Dennison 

(liturgist), St. Croix United Choir (cantors), Kathy & Bob Iverson (fellowship), Paul Spilseth, 
Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan (tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer),  

Carol Dusbabek & Kim Klisch (children’s activity)  

 
 
 
 

Week at a Glance: 
 

Megan out of the office | March 30—April 2 
Marianne Warnes in office | March 31—April 2, 9 am—12 pm 

 

Connecting with the Word | date/time tbd | @ Church 

Free Community Meal | April 1, 5:30 pm | @ Church 
 

Fireside Friends | April 2, 9:30 am | @ Church 
Faith & Spirit Book Club | April 2, 5:30 pm | @ Church & Zoom 

 

Good Friday Worship | April 3, 6:30 pm | @ Church 
 

Early Easter Worship | April 5, 8 am | @ Lakeside Park 
Easter Breakfast & Egg Hunt | April 5, 9 am | @ Church 

Easter Worship | April 5, 10 am | @ Church & Livestream 

http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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