
   

 

Gathering Music      
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude & Candle Lighting       “Eye on the Sparrow”                                                  Gabriel 
 

...acknowledging the light of Christ among us  
 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
Spark of Goodness                               Angelica Van Iperen 

Welcome!  
 

We encourage wearing name tags. 
Restrooms: main level (exit front left), lower level (at foot of entry stair/elevator)  

    * = Sitting or standing SPP = Sing! Prayer and Praise        NCH = New Century Hymnal  

please observe silence as we settle into sacred time and space  
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*Call to Worship (responsive)                                                                based on Job 38  
 

 We come into the presence of the One who laid the foundations of the 
 world. 
The One who determined its measurements, who laid its cornerstone. 
 

 We are in the presence of the One who caused the morning stars to sing 
 and the heavens to shout for joy. 
The One who creates storehouses for the snow and the rain. 
 

 We worship in the presence of the One who binds the chains of the  
 Pleiades and looses the cords of Orion. 
The One who puts wisdom in our inner being and understanding in our minds. 
 

ALL: Let us worship God.  
 
*Opening Hymn (NCH #3)   “Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works” 

 
 

Centering Ourselves           …in stillness and breath  
 
Prayer of Confession and Longing (unison)  
 

Creating God, in love you moved over the waters of chaos and separated sea 
from dry land. And yet, we cling tightly to rigid boundaries of our own making. 
You claim us in the waters of baptism and declare us dead to sin and alive in 
Christ. But too often we deny that call, conforming ourselves to the whims of 
culture. At Pentecost, you released your wild and transforming spirit to flow 
through church and world. But we want to tame that wildness, channeling your 
spirit through banks of ordered safety. Transform us, we pray. Soften the  
unyielding edges of our hearts. Loosen our grip on “the way it’s always been” 
and prepare us for the joy of “the way it still can be,” through Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 
Musical Interlude  … to accompany our quiet prayers  
 
Assurance of Grace (responsive) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you!       And also with you!  
 

Passing the Peace (seated) 
 

…smiles and gestures of peace — to those online and seated near us  



 3 

 

Singing “Happy Birthday” 
 

Any birthdays this week? 
 
Wondering Together 
 
Blessing One Another                                     …with arms wide open 
 

Young Ones: God be with you            All: And also with you 
 

Sung Affirmation                       ...as young people depart or return to families 
 

Ev'rywhere I go… 

 
Reading from the Old Testament | NRSV, p. 453                                              Job 1:1-2:9 
 

One: Here ends the readings.  All: Thanks be to God!  

 
Morning Message                      “The Story of Job”                   
 
Prayer Hymn (NCH #459)    “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
Prayers of the People  
 

We share aloud prayers for ourselves, others, and parts of the world 

Please tell Rev. Jennifer if you prefer yours not be printed in our Prayer Corner 
 

...God, in your love       Hear our prayer  
 
 
 
 
 

As reparations for use of Black spirituals, we support Walker West (St. Paul):  
a music learning community rooted in the African-American cultural experience,  

where people of all ages and backgrounds can gather, explore, and grow through music. 

“Rooted & Growing” | Children (4+) and youth can join Eli’jah for an activity 

Nursery | Families with infants & toddlers are welcome to utilize the downstairs nursery 
 

We welcome the sounds and movements of children who stay in worship! 
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Prayer of Jesus  
 

Our Father and Mother who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kindom come. Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
Invitation to Offering 

Offertory                          “Write This Vision”                                            American Tune  
 
*Song of Thanks  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below – Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

O Great God, we dedicate ourselves to partnership with you. You call us to care 
for creation, amplify the voices of the oppressed, and realign our course with 
your dream for the world. We offer ourselves and these gifts for the good of 
Earth - our common home as members of your abundant creation. Amen.  
 
*Closing Hymn (NCH #82)      “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

 
*Commission 
 
*Benediction 

We give by cash, check or electronically (scanning the QR code) 
 

Blue electronic giving cards  found in pew pockets.  
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*Sending Song                                                           …forming a circle (not holding hands) 
 

“Go Now in Peace” 
sung twice 

*Parting Music          …as we greet one another 

Week at a Glance: 
 

Finance Team | Aug. 18, 4 pm | @ Church 
Free Community Meal | Aug. 19, 5:30 pm | @ Church 

Book Club | Aug. 19, 6:30 pm | @ Church 
 

Fireside Friends | Aug. 20, 9:30 am | @ Church 
 

Outdoor Worship | Aug. 23, 9:30 am | @ Lakeside Park Beach House & Livestream 

Today Following Worship: 
 

10:30 am | All are welcome downstairs for refreshments and good company! 
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PRAYER CORNER 
 

*With Cindy Baker, prayers for her brother, Karl, recently diagnosed with stomach 
and liver cancer.  Although it's not curable, he has decided to undergo treatment  
including chemo and radiation.  
 

*With Jackie Savage, prayers for her cousin Peggy, recently diagnosed with stage 4 
spinal cancer; and for family and friends as they take turns caring for her. 
 

*For Mary Ann Litfin, as she navigates a difficult time - may she feel surrounded by 
love and God's presence. 
 

*For a friend, Scott, as he hopes for a double knee replacement while managing 
other health complications. May his health be good enough to allow this  
pain-relieving surgery. 
 

*For a young couple whose 2-year old son, Atticus, was recently diagnosed with a 
kidney tumor. Surround their family with love, comfort, hope, and wisdom as they 
face this together. 
 

*With Wendy Staberg, prayers for the family and friends of Shelly Maxwell, who 
passed away after a 2.5 year battle with Stage 4 breast cancer. Shelly was a friend of 
the Staberg and Frazier families. 

Bayport Derby Days  ...coming soon! 
Friday, Sept. 18th | 5 - 10 pm 
 

We will have a table at the Party in the Park (at Perro Park, next 
door to the church) throughout the evening.  
 

We need volunteers to: 

*set-up and take down 
*provide treats to share 
*serve the treats 
*greet our neighbors and hand out information about our Food Share Pantries and 
Free Wednesday Suppers, as well as bubbles or backpack tags! 
 

If you are able and willing to help, please sign-up in the Fellowship Hall, or let  
Megan know! 
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CREDITS & PERMISSIONS  | Call to Worship and Prayer of Confession & Longing from Homileticsonline.com. Scripture Readings from 
The NRSV. Prayer of Dedication written by Rev. Norma Rae Hunt (adapted with permission). Permission to podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-703858. All rights reserved.  

St. Croix United Church 
www.stcroixunitedchurch.org      @SCUCBayport 

 

Pastor Clare Gromoll 
pastor@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 600-6409 

Megan Adams | Office Coordinator 
office@stcroixunitedchurch.org, (651) 439-5667 

Eli’jah Carroll | Youth Coordinator 
carroll.elijah2025@gmail.com, (920) 650-1225 

Thank you to today’s partners: Rev. Jennifer Jaimez (Guest Preacher), Sharon Neuenfeldt 
(Worship Accompanist), Heather Kennedy-Bordeaux (choir director), Lori Mildon 

(flute),  Rolf Dittmann & Jane Hanson (usher), Sharri Kinkead (greeter & altar flowers), 
Kathy Iverson (liturgist), St. Croix United Choir, Diane & Joe Legato, Arly Fuhr (fellowship), 
Paul Spilseth, Bob Dickie & Mark Stephan (tech team), Jackie Savage (sanctuary organizer), 

Cindy Parsons (children’s activity assistant)  

Blood Drive... mark your calendars! 
Tuesday, September 15th | 9 am - 3 pm 
 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
and enter "Bayport" to schedule an appointment. 

Sabbatical Support Team 
 

Mary Horak Binger, Nat Graf, Debbie Knox,  
Dan Warnes, Eli’jah Carroll, and Megan Adams 

 

This team is available to visit when you need a listening ear or a caring presence. 
 

Megan (651-439-5667, office@stcroixunitedchurch.org) and 
Nat (651-470-0408, ngraf11@gmail.com)  

will serve as main lines of contact, yet we welcome you to reach out to any of us. 

http://www.peoplescongregational.org
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